OAKLAND UNIVERSITY
College of Arts and Sciences
September, 2025

1. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

a. Name: George Sanders
b. Department: Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, and Criminal Justice
c. Rank: Associate Professor of Sociology


2. EDUCATION

Degree		Institution				Date		Subject
Ph.D.		Vanderbilt University			2008		Sociology
M.A.		University of North Carolina,		2002		Sociology
		Greensboro
B.A.		University of Florida			1993		Philosophy


3. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

a. Teaching Experience Not as a Graduate Student

Institution			Rank			Dates
Oakland University		Associate Professor	2014-Present	      
Oakland University		Assistant Professor	2008-2014
	       

b. Teaching Experience as a Graduate Student

Institution			Rank			Dates
Vanderbilt University	Instructor		Summer 2007, 2006
Vanderbilt University	Teaching Assistant	Fall 2002-Spring 2007
University of North 		Teaching Assistant	January 2000-Spring 2002
       Carolina, Greensboro

c. Other Relevant Professional Experience

Institution			Rank/Title		Dates
Oakland University		Associate Chair, 	2018-Present
Department
Oakland University		Interim Chair,		2022 (Fall)
				Department

d. Oakland Appointment Record

 i. Rank and date of promotion: 			Associate Professor, 08/15/14   
	ii. Rank and date of initial appointment:	Assistant Professor, 08/15/08

e.    Oakland Instructional Record:

Semester and Year		Course			Enrollment	Evaluations available?
Winter 2025		SOC 1000		48		Yes
Winter 2025		SOC 4800*		4		Yes
Fall 2024			SOC 3620*		12		Yes
Summer 2024		SOC 1000		29		Yes
Winter 2024		SOC 4970		9		Yes
Winter 2024		SOC 4800*		8		Yes
Fall 2023			SOC 3620*		13		Yes
Summer 2023		SOC 1000		30		Yes
Winter 2023		SOC 1000		43		Yes
Winter 2023		SOC 4800*		11		Yes
Fall 2022			SOC 1000		49		Yes
Winter 2022		SOC 4800*		13		Yes
Winter 2022		SOC 2100		15		Yes
Fall 2021			SOC 3620*		22		Yes
Summer 2021		SOC 3620*		10		Yes
Winter 2021		SOC 3600		26		Yes
Winter 2021		SOC 4800*		5		Yes
Fall 2020			SOC 3620*		28 		Yes
Winter 2020		SOC 4800*		13		No**
Winter 2020		SOC 4970		10		No**	
Fall 2019			SOC 3620*		14		Yes
Fall 2019			SOC 4000		13		Yes
Winter 2019		SOC 3620*		11		Yes
Winter 2019		SOC 4800*		5		Yes		
Fall 2018			SOC 4000		15		Yes
Fall 2018			SOC 2100		20		Yes
Winter 2018		SOC 4000		19		Yes
Winter 2018		SOC 3620*		24		Yes
Fall 2017			SOC 4800*		7		Yes
Fall 2017			SOC 4000		23		Yes
Winter 2017		SOC 336* [SOC 3620]	29		Yes			
Winter 2017		SOC 400 [SOC 4000]	22		Yes
Fall 2016			SOC 336* [SOC 3620]	35		Yes	
Fall 2016			SOC 395* [SOC 4800]	5		Yes
Fall 2015			SOC 395* [SOC 4800]	13		Yes
Fall 2015			SOC 305 [SOC 3420]	17		Yes
Winter 2015		SOC 400 [SOC 4000]	19		Yes
Winter 2015		SOC 336* [SOC 3620]	27		Yes
Fall 2014			SOC 301 [SOC 3600]	30		Yes
Fall 2014			SOC 400 [SOC 4000]	20		Yes
	 
	*Cross-listed with WGS
	       **Evaluations suspended by university due to Covid

f.     Independent study projects directed:

Semester and Year	   	Course		Enrollment		Subject
       Winter 2025	   	LBS 4999	   1			Senior Thesis
       Winter 2025	   	SOC 4996	   1			Senior Thesis
       Fall 2024		SOC 4997	   1			Teaching
Apprenticeship   
       Fall 2024		   	LBS 4998	   1			Senior Thesis
       Winter 2024	   	HC 4900	   1			Honor’s College Thesis	
       Winter 2024                 	WGS 4930 	   2		              WGS Internship
Winter 2023 		SOC 4997	   2			Teaching 
							Apprenticeship
       Winter 2022	           WGS 4930             1			WGS Internship
       Summer 2022	   	SOC 4950               1			Research Internship	
       	       Winter 2021	   	SOC 4997	   1			Teaching 
Apprenticeship
      	Fall 2020                                   SOC 4996              1			Independent Study
       Winter 2020                 	           WGS 4930             1	WGS Internship
       Fall 2019                       		 SOC 4997 	   1			Teaching 
							Apprenticeship
      

4. RESEARCH, SCHOLARSHIP, PUBLICATIONS AND RELATED ACTIVITIES:

a. Doctoral dissertation: “Late Capital: Negotiating the New American Way of Death,” under the direction of Professor Jennifer Lena.

b. Master’s thesis: “Neither Here Nor There: Dementia and the Construction of Meaning for 
Families, Friends, and Caregivers,” under the direction of Professor Kenneth Allan.

c. Books published or in press:

1.    Sanders, George and Josh Packard. 2016. The Air we Breathe: A Sociology of Religion. 
Kendall Hunt.  (Introductory textbook). Invited.

d. Articles published or in press:

1. Sanders, George and Heidi Lyons. In press. “Assembling Consensual Non-Monogamy: Intimacies and Multiplicities.” The Sociological Review. Refereed. https://doi.org/10.1177/0038026125132

2. Sanders, George. 2025. “Distributing Intimacies: Growing Capacities in Consensual Non-Monogamy.” Sexuality and Culture 9(5): 2096-2113. Refereed. 

3. Sanders, George and Heidi Lyons. 2022. “The Sagacity of the Surround: The Casual Sex-Assemblages of Young Adults.” Sexualities 25(4): 424-444. Refereed.

4. Sanders, George. 2018. “An Implicit Religion of Control: Corporate Mindfulness Meditation Programs.” Implicit Religion 21(1): 70-92. Refereed.

5. Sanders, George. 2016. “Religious Non-places: Corporate Megachurches and their Contributions to Consumer Capitalism.” Critical Sociology 42(1): 71-86. Refereed.

6. Burgess-Proctor, Cassano, Condron, Lyons, and Sanders. 2014. “A Collective Effort to Improve Sociology Students’ Writing Skills.” Teaching Sociology, 42(2): 130-139. Refereed.

7. Sanders, George and Josh Packard. 2013. “The Emerging Church as Corporatization’s Line of Flight.” Journal of Contemporary Religion 28(3): 437-456. Refereed.

8. Sanders, George. 2012. “Branding in the American Funeral Industry.” 2012. Journal of Consumer Culture, 12(3): 263-282. Refereed.

9.  Sanders, George. 2012. “Help for the Soul: Pastoral Power and a Purpose-Driven Discourse.” Journal of Cultural Economy, 5(3): 321-335. Refereed.

10. Sanders, George. 2012. “Panem et Circenses: Worship and the Spectacle” Culture and 
Religion, 13(1): 1-18. Refereed.

11.  Sanders, George. 2010. “The Dismal Trade as Culture Industry,” Poetics, 38(1): 47-68. Refereed.

12. Sanders, George. 2009. “The Contribution of Implosion to the Exuberance of the Dead,” Fast Capitalism, 5(2): https://fastcapitalism.journal.library.uta.edu/index.php/fastcapitalism. Refereed.

13. Sanders, George. 2009. “Late Capital: Amusement and Contradiction in the Contemporary Funeral Industry,” Critical Sociology ,35(4): 447-470. Refereed.

14. Kelner, Shaul and George Sanders. 2009 “Beyond the Field Trip: Teaching Tourism through Tours.” Teaching Sociology, 37(2): 136-150. Refereed.

e. Book chapters published or in press:

1.    Lyons, Heidi and George Sanders. 2020. “Bridging Hinges: The Attitudes, Beliefs, and Values 
of Emerging Adults’ Sexualities.” Pp. 79-98 in Sexuality in Emerging Adulthood, edited by E. Morgan and M. van Dulmen. Oxford University Press. Invited.

2.    Sanders, George. 2018. “Revealing Brands, Concealing Labor.” Pp. 31-44 in A Companion to 
the Anthropology of Death, edited by Antonius C. G. M. Robben. Wiley-
Blackwell. Invited.

3.   Sanders, George. 2011. “The Gimmick, or The Productive Labor of Non-Living Bodies.” Pp. 
207-220 in Corpus: An Interdisciplinary Reader on Bodies and Knowledge, edited by M. 
Casper and P. Currah. Palgrave. Invited.

4. Pitt, Richard and George Sanders. 2010. “Revisiting Hypermasculinity: Shorthand for Marginalized Masculinities.” Pp. 33-51 in In Where are the Brothers? African-American Masculinities in the 21st Century, edited by W. Young and R. Ferguson. Men’s Studies Press. Invited.

f. Encyclopedia entries published or in press:

	1.    “Mega Church.” In A. Possami and A. Blasi (Eds.). The Sage Encyclopedia of the Sociology of 
	       Religion. 2020. 

              2.    “McDonaldization.” In A. Possami and A. Blasi (Eds.). The Sage Encyclopedia of the Sociology 
		of Religion. 2020.

3.    “Death Care Industry.” In C. Bryant and D. Peck (Eds.). The Encyclopedia of Death and 
      the Human Experience. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 2009. 

4.    “Funeral Home.” In C. Bryant and D. Peck (Eds.). The Encyclopedia of Death and 
the Human Experience. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 2009

5.    “Mortuary Science Education.” In C. Bryant and D. Peck (Eds.). The Encyclopedia of Death 
and The Human Experience. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 2009. 

g. Oral presentations:

1.    “Asexual Desire for the Erotic.” Panel presentation with Heidi Lyons. American 
       Sociological Association. August, 2025. Chicago, IL.

2.    “Asexuality and Audre Lorde’s Erotic.” Panel presentation with Heidi Lyons. 
       International Association for Relationship Research, July, 2025. London, UK.

3.    “Intensive Intimacy Machines.” Panel presentation with Heidi Lyons. American Sociological 
       Association. August, 2023. Philadelphia, PA. 

4.    “Sexuality in Emerging Adulthood: Flourishing and Floundering.” Presentation with Heidi 
       Lyons. Society for the Study of Emerging Adulthood. November, 2021. Virtual.

5.   “Tenor and Tone: The Affective Experiences of Young Adults’ Casual Sex Encounters.” Co-
	presenter with Heidi Lyons at The Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality. November, 
       2020. Virtual.

6.   Co-Organizer of Film Exhibits. Society for the Study of Social Problems. August, 2013. New 
       York, NY.

7.   Panelist on The Academic Job Market, Society for the Study of Social Problems. August,
       2013. New York, NY.

8.    “New Media and Sociology.” Co-presider. Society for the Study of Social Problems. August, 
       2013. New York, NY.

9.    “Evangelicalism and Resistance.” Paper presented at North American Labor History 
       Conference. October, 2012. Detroit, MI.

10.  “Death and Distraction: Discourses of Legitimation in the Contemporary American Funeral 
       Industry.” Paper presented at Cultures of Industry Panel, Social Science History Association. 
       October 2008. Miami, FL.

11.  “From Formaldehyde to Frappuccinos: Enabling a Consumption of Care in the Funeral 
       Industry.” Panel presentation. American Sociological Association. August 2007. New York,
       NY.

12. “Putting the ‘Fun’ in Funerals: Capitalism's Expression of the Carnivalesque in Contemporary 
       Funeral Industries.” Panel presentation. American Sociological Association. August 2006. 
       Montreal, Quebec.

h. Book reviews or review essays published or in press:

1.    Against: What does the White Evangelical Want? by T. Delay. Journal of Contemporary 
Religion, 35(3), 2020.

2.    Church, Market, and Media: A Discursive Approach to Institutional Religious Change by M. 
       Moburg. Contemporary Sociology, 48(5), 2019.

3.    Travel Connections: Tourism, Technology and Togetherness in a Mobile World by J. G. Molz.   
       Contemporary Sociology, 43(2), 2014.

4.    Religion, Consumerism and Sustainability: Paradise Lost? by L. Thomas. Journal of 
   	       Contemporary Religion, 29(2), 2014.

5.    Sanders, George. “Punk May Just Be Dead.” Review essay. Critical Sociology, 39(2), 2012.

6.    Class Struggle on the Home Front: Work, Conflict, and Exploitation in the Household by G. 
       Cassano (ed.). Critical Sociology, 36(6), 2010.

7.    Dialectic of Solidarity: Labor, Antisemitism, and the Frankfurt School. by M. Worrell. Critical 
       Sociology, 35(6), 2009.

8.    God’s Heart Has No Boundaries: How Religious Activists Are Working for Immigrant 
Rights. by P. Hondagneu-Sotelo. Mobilization 14(1), 2009.

i. Grants: source, date and amount of award:

1.    Department Research Grant, Oakland University. Department of Sociology, Anthropology, 
       Social Work, and Criminal Justice, 2024. ($1,000)

2.    Department Teaching Award, Oakland University. Department of Sociology, Anthropology,    
       and Social Work, 2009. ($300)

2.    Faculty Research Fellowship, Oakland University. University Research Committee, 2009.  
       ($8,500)

3.    American Studies Fellow, Vanderbilt University. Robert Penn Warren Center for the 
       Humanities, 2007-08. ($20,000) 

4.    Grant award, Vanderbilt University. Center for Ethics Graduate Writing Group, 2007.   
       ($1,000)

5.    Dissertation Enhancement Grant, Vanderbilt University. Department of Sociology, 2007. 
       ($720)

6.    Travel Grant to American Sociological Association Conference, Vanderbilt University
       Arts and Sciences Graduate School, 2006. ($500)

7.    Summer Research Grant, Vanderbilt University, Arts and Sciences Graduate School, 2005. 
       ($2,000)

8.    Travel Grant to American Sociological Association Conference, Vanderbilt University
       Arts and Sciences Graduate School, 2005. ($500)

9.    Interdisciplinary Colloquium Grant, Vanderbilt University. Mellon Foundation and  
       Department of Political Science, 2003. ($2,000)

10.  Assistantship, Vanderbilt University Graduate School, 2002-06. ($14,500/year)

11.  Honors Fellowship, Vanderbilt University College of Arts and Sciences, 2002-06.  
       ($4,000/year)

j. Research in progress: 

1.   “Asexual Desires: Erotic Intensities.” with Heidi Lyons. Under review. 
       Sociological Perspectives.

2.   “Zen and the Art of Disorganization: Sitting in a Body without Organs.” Under review. 
      Subjectivity.

3.   “Doing Something with Nothing: The Sociality of Zazen.”


5.           PUBLIC AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE

a. Professional and Public Service:

1.    Gender and Society				2015-2019		Editorial Board Member

2.    Funeral Consumers Alliance			2017-2018		Advisory Board 
Member

3.    Lake Orion United Methodist		9/12/16		Speaker with Reger

4.    Society for the Study of 
       Social Problems				2013			Program Committee

4.    Critical Sociology				2009-2018		Book Review Editor

5.    Teaching Sociology, Critical Sociology,	2009-Present		Manuscript Reviewer
Poetics, International Journal of Sociology 
and Anthropology, American Sociological
Review, Journal of Contemporary
Religion, Sexualities, Journal of Loss and
Trauma, Mortality, Gender and Society, 
Economic Anthropology, Sociological
Perspectives

5.    Columbia University Press			2015			Manuscript Reviewer

b. University Service:

1.    Faculty Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion	2023-Present		Co-Chair 2023
									Chair 2024-2025

2.    Founder’s Day DEI Award			2024			Review Committee 
Member
3.   Interdisciplinary Studies			2019-Present		Faculty Advisory   
Committee

4.    University Commencement			2025			Reader

5.    Faces of OU: First Gen			2024			News article spotlight

6.    Lavender Graduation			2024			Featured Speaker

7.    University Commencement			2024			Reader

8.    University Commencement	               	2023			Escort

9.    Center for the Public Humanities		2022			Associate Director

              10.  Center for the Public Humanities		2018-2021		Advisory Board 
Member
              11.  University Commencement	             		 2022			Faculty Marshall

12.  University Strategic Enrollment 		2021-2022		Committee Member
Management

              13.  National Endowment for the		2021			Reviewer
       Humanities Review Committee

              14.  Humanities Working Group			2019-2020		Committee Member

15.  Senate		               		2018			Committee Member

16.  Go for the Gold				2018-Present		SOC Representative
		
c. College Service:

1.    Cannabis Studies Working Group		2022-Present		Committee Member
			
2.    Committee on Instruction			2022-2023		Chair

3.    Committee on Instruction			2021-2022		Committee Member

4.    WGS Executive Committee			2016-2017		Committee Member

5.    Committee on Instruction			2011-2013		Committee Member

6.    Faculty Assembly	2010-2011		Committee Member

7.    Debating the Divine Event				2009		Invited Speaker

d.    Department Service:

1.    Social Work Study Abroad			2025			Chaperone

2.    Pytlik Review				2024 			Committee Member

3.    Cassano Review				2024			Committee Member

4.    Associate Department Chair			2018-Present		Associate Chair

5.    Interim Department Chair			2019			Interim Chair

6.    Criminal Justice Search Committee		2019			Chair       

7.    Wyatt Mentor				2018-2020		Faculty Mentor

8.    Program Assessment			2018-2019		Committee Member

9.    Becker Mentor				2018-2019		Faculty Mentor

10.  3+3 Development				2018			Committee Member

11.  Anasti Review				2018			Committee Chair

12.  Gooren Review				2016			Committee Member

              13.   Program Adviser				2016-2017		Advisor

14.  Roberts Mentor				2014-2015		Faculty Mentor

16.  Social Work Study Abroad			2014			Chaperone

17.  Social Work Study Abroad			2013			Chaperone

18.  Sociology Club				2009-2014		Faculty Advisor							
19.  Curriculum Committee 			2009-2010		Committee Member						
20.  Alpha Kappa Delta				2010			Invited Speaker

21.  Sociology Search Committee		2010			Committee Member

22.  Sociology Search Committee		2009			Committee Member		



6

