Economics Department

Academic Assessment Plan – B.A., B.S. Majors in Economics & Business Economics
Oakland University’s Mission 

As a state-supported institution of higher education, Oakland University has a three-fold mission. It offers instructional programs of high quality that lead to degrees at the baccalaureate, master's and doctoral levels as well as programs in continuing education; it advances knowledge and promotes the arts through research, scholarship and creative activity; and it renders significant public service. In all its activities, the university strives to exemplify educational leadership.
Goals for the Major

(a) To enable students to apply economic analysis to important problems facing individuals, businesses, the nation, and the world today.  
(b) To prepare students for the workplace that requires individuals who are flexible, and adaptable to change, and can propose practical solutions to solve problems efficiently.

Student Learning Outcomes
Students will demonstrate the ability to:

(
Apply concepts, theories and other program content in performing analysis of economic issues facing profit and not-for-profit organizations.

(
Use quantitative methods in problem-solving.
(
Use appropriate technology in problem-solving.

Description of Assessment Tools

Several tools are used to collect data regarding learning outcomes, student services and the overall student satisfaction of the undergraduate experience.  The instruments were developed through the efforts of administrators and faculty and are revised as a result of the continuous improvement process.  

Pre/Post Tests (1)

The departmental faculty have created a test bank of content-specific multiple-choice questions to be used to assess learning outcomes.  A test management program was created to administer the pre/post tests, grade and report test results.  The department chairperson along with the department’s curriculum committee and assessment coordinator manage this process.  

Pre-tests are administered in a required pre-core course, Principles Macroeconomics ECN 200, and the post-test is administered in Consumer Economics, ECN 304 (many students taking ECN 304 are about to graduate). These required courses were selected because of the pre/post nature and timing of the courses within the undergraduate program of study. 

The department chairperson or the department assessment coordinator extract data for the major and provide a report for the faculty.  Faculty members discuss the results, modify questions as needed and make revisions to the learning outcomes or course materials as indicated by the data. 
Exit Surveys (2)

Originally, SBA faculty and staff developed a survey instrument for graduating seniors. The purpose of the survey was to collect data about the perceived quality of the education received in the program and student preparedness for careers in business. The SBA instrument was occasionally revised and the data used to revise the various degree programs within the School. More recently, the Economics Department has developed its own Exit Survey to be sent out to Economics graduates. Having control at the department level is likely to improve response rates and allow the department greater flexibility than having to await and to utilize responses that come to the SBA as a whole.

Individuals Responsible for Assessment of Major

The Department chairperson, department curriculum committee and assessment coordinator manage the assessment process.   Faculty representatives analyze the data and provide reports for stakeholders. The SBA’s Executive Committee and SBA faculty are responsible for creating a dialogue for continuous improvement and degree program changes.

Addington Coppin, Department Chair, Miron Stano, and Nivedita Mukherji designed the assessment process for the economics major.

How Assessment Results Are Used to Implement Change

The responsibility for implementing degree program and assessment changes rests with the department chairperson and the faculty.  Programmatic changes are made and the assessment instruments are revised to improve the overall quality of the program and process.  The Assessment Cycle begins again with a clear statement of the desired outcomes of student learning as a result of the data that was collected, analyzed, reported and implemented.
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	…develop the skills, knowledge, and attitudes essential for successful living and active, concerned citizenship.”
	A major in economics will enable students to apply economic analysis to important problems facing individuals, businesses, the nation, and the world today.
	Demonstrate the ability to: 

1. Apply concepts, theories and other program content in performing analysis of economic issues facing profit and not-for-profit organizations.
	Pre/Post Test and Exit Survey
	Addington Coppin, Department Chair and Xie Zhu
	• Raw Data will be provided to the department for analysis
• Report will be written for the SBA Dean, Department Chair, faculty and assessment committee
• Results will be provided to the faculty for discussion and feedback at regularly scheduled faculty meetings

	
	
	2. Use quantitative methods in problem-solving.
3. Use appropriate technology in problem-solving.
	Pre/Post Test and Exit Survey
	
	

	“…prepare students for post-baccalaureate education, professional schools or careers directly after graduation.”
	The primary goal of the economics major is to prepare students for the workplace of the future, which will require workers who are flexible, adaptable to change, and who can propose practical solutions to solve problems quickly.
	Demonstrate the ability to:

1. Apply concepts, theories and other program content in performing analysis of economic issues facing profit and not-for-profit organizations.

2. Use quantitative methods in problem-solving.
3. Use appropriate technology in problem-solving.
	Pre/Post Test and Exit Survey
	Addington Coppin, Department Chair and Xie Zhu
	• Raw Data will be provided to the department for analysis
• Report will be written for the SBA Dean, Department Chair, faculty and assessment committee
• Results will be provided to the faculty for discussion and feedback at regularly scheduled faculty meetings
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