
 

 

Oakland University 
 
GRADUATE COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
Wednesday, March 5, 2014 – Meeting #13

 
 
 Location: 100 KL 
 Meeting Time: 2:00-4:00 pm 
 Approved:   03/19/2014

 

 
Present: Tamara Hew-Butler, Dae-Kyoo Kim, Frank Lepkowski (Ex Officio), Karl Majeske, Robert Noiva, Linda 

Pavonetti, Harvey Qu, Cheryl Riley-Doucet, Darlene Schott-Baer (Chair), Carol Swift, Joe Shively 
 
Absent: Dan Aloi (excused) and Claire Rammel (excused) 
 
Staff: Julie Delaney and Tina Tucker (Secretary) 
 
Guest: Jackie Wiggins, Music Theatre, and Dance; Cindy Hermsen, Financial Aid; Steve Shablin, Registrar; Anne 

Porter and Ladong Li, Reading and Language Arts;  
 

The meeting was convened by Darlene Schott-Baer, Chair, at 2:08 PM. 
 

I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Linda Pavonetti made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2014, Graduate Council 
Meeting as written.  Carol Swift seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 
 

II. REPORT OF THE CHAIR 
 

Dr. Schott-Baer stated that one of the previous volunteers for the Program Review Committee is 
unable to serve and she now needs a replacement volunteer. 

 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Zero Credit Courses.  Guests:  Dr. Jackie Wiggins, Music, Theatre, and Dance; Mr. Steve Shablin, 
Registrar; and Ms. Cindy Hermsen, Financial Aid.   
 
All of the zero credit graduate courses are in Music as ensemble activities that are in addition to the 
course work of the music programs.  There are issues with zero credit courses within Financial Aid 
and the Registrar’s Office.  Jackie Wiggins was present to give an explanation of what the zero credit 
courses do for the Music Programs.  She explained that the zero credit courses, used for ensemble 
classes, give students the experience of playing among other musicians and instruments throughout 
their academic career.  Non-music majors also participate in the ensembles and would be less likely 
be able to if required to pay for the credit.  The heaviest usage of zero credit ensemble participation 
is by non-music majors.   
 
Undergraduates are required to have at least eight of these ensemble credits as paid credits on their 
transcripts.  Graduate students are required to have at least two credit bearing ensemble activities on 
their transcript, depending on their program. 
  
Steve Shablin noted that the zero credit courses do appear on the transcript.  Mr. Shablin stated that 
one issue he has is that there is a HLC definition of a credit hour.  If a student is taking one of these 
ensemble courses for one credit or zero credit, there is no differentiation in the level of instruction.  
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He feels that if there is no differentiation, based on the HLC definition of a credit hour, then every 
student is doing equivalent work and should be given at least one credit hour.  He noted that another 
issue related to the zero credit course is that, in essence, tuition is being waived; which is something 
only the Board of Trustees can do.  A subcommittee of UCUI recommended assessing all of these 
students at least one credit and having a departmental or university scholarship that would offset the 
tuition. 
 
Dr. Noiva asked if anyone could come into the University and be part of an ensemble through the 
zero credit.  Dr. Wiggins stated that it is required to be enrolled with at least one credit along with the 
zero credit course.  Community people do sometimes participate in the ensembles through 
community outreach, not credit. 
 
Ms. Hermsen, from the financial aid standpoint, stated that students are spending their time in a zero 
credit course and are looking for some sort of financial aid to support their selves while participating.  
Another issue that sometimes arises are students who drop or withdraw from their credit courses, 
keeping only the zero credit course, or receive non passing grades in all of their credit courses.  These 
students are not identified because they are still actively enrolled in their zero credit course and, as a 
result, continue to receive their financial aid. 
 
MA in Teaching in Digital Literacies and Learning New Program Proposal.  Reviewers:  Cheryl Riley-
Doucet and Frank Lepkowski.  Guests:  Dr. Ledong Li and Dr. Anne Porter, Reading and Language Arts. 
Second Reading:  Debatable, amendable, and eligible for final vote at this meeting. 
Motion:  To approve the MA in Teaching in Digital Literacies and Learning New Program Proposal. 
 
Dr. Li and Dr. Porter were in attendance to answer questions from Council members pertaining to the 
MA in Teaching in Digital Literacies and Learning New Program Proposal.  See Addendum 1 for a list 
of questions and answers reviewed in a prior meeting. 
 
Dr. Schott-Baer suggested that the Council look over the information provided for the DLL program 
proposal and hold the vote until the next meeting. 

 
MA in Counseling Program Modification Proposal.  Reviewers:  Cheryl Riley-Doucet and Linda 
Pavonetti.  Guest:  Dr. Lisa Hawley 
Second Reading:  Debatable, amendable, and eligible for final vote at this meeting 
 
Dr. Hawley explained that there is currently one Master of Counseling with two tracks; a community 
counseling track and a school counseling track, each 48 hours.  In 2009 accreditation standards were 
updated.  All community programs will now be titled clinical mental health programs, with sixty 
hours, and school counseling, revised to 50 hours. Due to financial aid regulations, the two tracks 
now need to be separated into two degree programs because of the different credit hours for each 
program.  Financial aid will only pay for the fewest number of credits in a program. 
 
Linda Pavonetti moved to approve the Master of Arts in School Counseling program modification.  
Cheryl Riley-Doucet seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Modification to be 
effective Winter Semester 2015. 
 
Carol Swift moved to approve the Master of Arts in Clinical Mental Health Counseling new program 
proposal.  Linda Pavonetti seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  New program to be 
effective Winter Semester 2015. 
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IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 

No new business. 
 
 

V. GOOD AND WELFARE 
 

No report. 
 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business, the meeting adjourned approximately 3:48 PM. 
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ADDENDUM #1 

GRADUATE COUNCIL MEETING 
Wednesday, March 5, 2014 
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