Agendum

Oakland University

Board of Trustees Special Formal Session

July 31, 2008
APPROVAL OF HONORARY DEGREE  OF DOCTOR OF SCIENCE, HONORIS CAUSA, TO N.R. NARAYANA MURTHY
A Recommendation
1.  
Division and Department:  Academic Affairs, Office of the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost.
2.  
Introduction:  In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of distinguished accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters, sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the University.  The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University’s scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

Oakland University wishes to recognize Mr. N.R. Narayana Murthy for his transformative influence in global business consulting and information technology services for more than two decades, as well as his commitment to research and learning as vehicles to shape the future of technology.  Stepping down in 2006 as CEO of Infosys, a leading software company that he helped to found in 1981, Mr. Murthy’s role as a visionary pioneer in information technology and supporter of research and global education has been noted internationally with dozens of accolades and honors, including in 2008 the Padma Vibhushan, the second highest civilian award in India, and the Légion d’honneur, the highest civilian honor in France.  Mr. Murthy serves as a member of many boards and advisory councils, including those of leading universities, and has sought to encourage university exchanges with faculty and students, promote global educational opportunities, and broaden research collaborations with US institutions.  Reflecting values that are at the core of the academic mission of Oakland University, Mr. Murthy’s pursuit of excellence in fostering technologically innovative education and integrative research marks him as a distinguished individual of outstanding achievement.

3.  
Previous Board Action:  The Board of Trustees periodically awards honorary degrees at its Formal Sessions.

4.  
Budget Implications:  None.

5.  
Educational Implications:  The awarding of honorary degrees is an established tradition in academe, by which the university reaffirms its scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and its ties to the wider community.
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6.  
Personnel Implications:  None
7.  
University Reviews/Approvals:  The Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost has recommended approval of the recipient to receive an Honorary Degree.

8. 
Recommendation:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees awards the honorary degree of Doctor of Science, Honoris Causa, to N.R. Narayana Murthy.
9.  
Attachments:  None.
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