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BACHELOR OF ARTS WITH A MAJOR AND MINOR IN WRITING AND RHETORIC
A Recommendation
1.
Division and Department:  Academic Affairs, College of Arts and Sciences,

Department of Writing and Rhetoric
2.
Introduction:  While an understanding of Writing and Rhetoric has always been central to the maintenance of an effective democracy and a healthy economy, an understanding of rhetorical principles and skill in writing is increasingly important because of new media technologies and globalization.  This trend is likely to continue in the decades to come as America transforms into what former Labor Secretary Robert Reich characterized as an “information economy.” Oakland University (University) students will need the theoretical and practical expertise necessary to participate in a society focused on the analysis, construction, synthesis, distribution, and use of information. 

Today over 50 U.S. colleges and universities, including several in Michigan, offer undergraduate writing majors.  Fifty more U.S. institutions offer writing concentrations, certificates, or writing minors.  While the emphases of these programs vary, their overall number has been growing steadily as the field of rhetoric and composition continues to attract more students preparing for careers in law, corporate and professional writing, education, public service and other professions requiring the ability to compose, analyze, interpret and present written material. 
The Bachelor of Arts degree with a major and minor in Writing and Rhetoric will be housed in the Department of Writing and Rhetoric, which will take primary responsibility for administering the program including academic advising.  Writing and Rhetoric students must complete a minimum of 124 credits for the degree; these include 40 credit hours in Writing and Rhetoric courses.  
The Writing and Rhetoric major will prepare graduates to perform the kinds of collaborative work in written communication that will be required of them for full participation in an increasingly global and high-tech society, whether they go on to professional writing in business, industry, or non-profits; production work in new media; or continue on to graduate studies in Rhetoric and Composition.  All Writing and Rhetoric majors will study rhetorical theories and gain experience composing a variety of texts for multiple audiences, media, and contexts.  Individual students will select from three tracks to allow them to choose courses that fit with their unique academic and professional goals. 

The three tracks consist of: writing for the professions, writing for new media, and writing as a discipline.  Students who pursue the professional track will take classes in 
business and technical writing and in writing for diverse disciplines; those who choose to follow the new media track will take classes that require their critical engagement with and production of digital texts, and those who pursue writing as an academic discipline
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will take classes ranging from classical rhetoric to the teaching of writing in preparation for graduate study in rhetoric and composition. 

Course work in the major will be enhanced by one of two capstone experiences: students will either complete an internship experience or compose a senior thesis.  The capstone experience will require that the University’s Writing and Rhetoric majors to synthesize the theories and practices they have studied in their specific tracks in the major.
The Writing and Rhetoric major’s rigorous course of study will prepare students who plan on careers in higher education, in-house writing consulting, publishing, business, public relations, law, and the public sector.  Career opportunities for writing majors are varied.  A search of several career websites identifies the following types of employment opportunities: grant/proposal writing and development specialist, technical writing intern, entry writing expert for brokerage position, writing/editing/research assistant, website content manager with writing skills, medical writing manager, writer/graphic designer, writing team manager, writing tutor, business analyst, public relations specialist, and corporate writing consultant.  Often the writing major will have a minor expertise in another field or a second major.  The thoughtful, flexible student likely to be attracted to the Writing and Rhetoric major will develop the ability to communicate well and to critically reflect on communicative strategies in ways that will make her/him attractive to a wide variety of employers.

3.
Previous Board Action:  None
4.
Budget Implications:  The program is expected to generate positive net revenue beginning in the first year (see Attachment A, page 29).  

Revenue projections for this program are intentionally conservative and have been based upon 10 students in year 1 with a modest increase of 5 to 7 students per year in subsequent years up to 25 students in year 4.  These projections are conservative given the growth of similar programs at Georgia Southern University and Ithaca College that have attracted up to 150 new majors in 4 years.  Surveys of current first year students at the University and at area community colleges show that one-third of first year students would be interested or very interested in majoring in Writing and Rhetoric.  Please see Proforma Statement, Attachment A.

In keeping with conservative estimates of student interest, costs are kept to a minimum by relying on current resources when possible.  For example, the program can begin with the current contingent of faculty maximizing the expertise that currently exists.  Additional faculty lines are budgeted in years 3 and 4 as program enrollment increases.   These lines are necessary to continue to expand full time faculty involvement in teaching the introductory writing courses and to support the major.  Funds for supplies, 

services, and administrative support have been included in the budget.  The program is expected to maintain a positive net revenue, with increases to the net revenue through 
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year 5 and beyond.  The Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost will 
complete annual reviews of the Writing and Rhetoric degree program to evaluate academic quality and fiscal viability to determine whether the program should be continued.
5.
Educational Implications:   The major and minor in Writing and Rhetoric will offer students opportunities to write, read, and theorize diverse kinds of text: print, digital, and visual.  Course offerings are enriched by faculty research, through collaboration with area teachers, and in efforts to improve the teaching of writing at the University through ongoing program assessment and through promoting a culture that values Writing Across the Curriculum.

The Writing and Rhetoric major, with its emphasis on critical thinking and ethical communication in diverse communities, responds explicitly to the University’s 2020 goals of becoming a national university, supporting the professional schools, promoting engagement with the community, and providing more student-centered programs.
The Bachelor of Arts degree with a major and minor in Writing and Rhetoric will serve University students and the broader community in multiple ways.  The emphasis on inquiry, research, ethics, civic discourse, and interdisciplinary study will prepare students to think critically and to communicate effectively in various media, careers and contexts.  The increasing number of writing majors nationally supports the Boyer Report and the findings of the National Commission on Writing in America’s Schools and Colleges, all of which have affirmed the importance of teaching written communication at all educational levels.

6.
Personnel Implications:  The current Rhetoric faculty is sufficient in number and expertise to meet the needs outlined in this proposal.  A number of upper level general education writing intensive courses are already being offered.  As the program grows, additional instructors with expertise in technical/professional writing, new media, and rhetoric history and theory will be needed to maintain a high quality level of instruction, both in the major and in first-year composition.  Hiring of new faculty will be  dependent on the growth of the program and generated funds from tuition, with one new faculty member for every 25 new majors.  The department is also expected to grow nominally in faculty over the next few years to offset retiring faculty, faculty drawn to administrative duties, and an increase in students enrolled in first-year writing.

7.
University Reviews/Approvals:  The proposal for a Bachelor of Arts with a Major and Minor in Writing and Rhetoric was reviewed and approved by the College of Arts and Sciences Assembly, the Oakland University Senate, and the Senior VP for AA and Provost.
8.
Recommendation:

WHEREAS, the Bachelor of Arts degree with a major and minor in Writing and Rhetoric is consistent with several objectives contained in Oakland University 2020; and
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WHEREAS, the Bachelor of Arts degree with a major and minor in Writing and Rhetoric will respond to a rapidly increasing need for writers, editors, and media content developers in Southeast Michigan and the United States; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the College of Arts and Sciences to offer a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major and minor in Writing and Rhetoric; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost will complete annual reviews of the Bachelor of Arts degree with a major and minor in Writing and Rhetoric to evaluate academic quality and fiscal viability to determine whether the program should be continued.

9.
Attachments:  Appendix A - Proposal for a New Major and Minor in Writing and Rhetoric (with Addenda).
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