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Board of Trustees Formal Session

August 15, 2007

APPOINTMENT OF DEAN FOR THE 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
A Recommendation
1.
Division and Department: Academic Affairs/College of Arts and Sciences
2.
Introduction:  We are pleased to recommend the appointment of Dr. Ronald A. Sudol as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and to continue his appointment as Professor of Rhetoric with tenure.  This recommendation is based on input from the faculty and staff of the College of Arts and Sciences as well as consultation with the deans and academic administrators in the division.
Dr. Sudol has most recently served as Acting Dean for the College of Arts and Sciences the past two years.  Prior to this appointment, he served as the Associate Provost in the Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost.
Dr. Sudol received his BA in English from St. Michael’s College, his MA in English from Brown University, and received his PhD in English from the State University of New York at Stony Brook in 1976.  He joined Oakland University in 1977 as Assistant Professor of Rhetoric.  
Dr. Sudol’s service record is extensive, including his work on the College Board, his Directorship of the Meadow Brook Writing Project, and his participation with the Educational Testing Service.  His research interests are in the areas of literacy, word processing, and the poetry of Emily Dickinson.   
An Employment Agreement between Dr. Ronald A. Sudol and Oakland University has been signed by the parties, but is contingent upon approval of the Board of Trustees.  The Employment Agreement was reviewed and approved by the Office of the General Counsel prior to execution, and is in compliance with the law and University policies and regulations and conforms to the legal standards and policies of the Board of Trustees.

3.
Previous Board Action:  The Board of Trustees (Board) periodically appoints deans consistent with Board policy, on an interim and permanent basis, at formal sessions of the Board.

4.
Budget Implications:  Funding for the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences position is included in the General Fund Budget approved annually by the Board.

5. 
Educational Implications:  Appointing Dr. Sudol as Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences will provide academic leadership in the areas of teaching, scholarship and service; will assure leadership in maintaining College and Program accreditation standards; and will provide leadership in the wider community to foster ties between the University and business, industry, service and other educational organizations. 

6.
Personnel Implications:  The personnel implications are as outlined in the recommendation below.
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7.
Recommendation:


RESOLVED, that the Board appoints Dr. Ronald A. Sudol to the position of 

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and continue his appointment as Professor of Rhetoric with tenure, effective September 1, 2007, at an initial salary of $150,000, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Employment Agreement between 
Dr. Ronald A. Sudol and Oakland University.  
8.
Attachments:  

A.
Dr. Sudol’s curriculum vita.
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