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APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO OAKLAND UNIVERSITY 

GIFT POLICY:  DONOR RECOGNITION

Introduction

This proposal requests the Board to revise some of the names for the donor recognition societies.  The Oakland University Foundation, at its June 20, 2002 meeting, asked the University to review the names for the donor societies and suggested the following revisions:


The Odyssey Society be renamed the Matilda Wilson Founder’s Society


Matilda R. Wilson Society be renamed the Varner Society


Varner Society be renamed the Golden Oaks Society


The 1957 Society be renamed the Meadow Brook Society


Meadow Brook Society be renamed the Pioneer Society


Golden Oaks Society be renamed the President’s Council Society


Pioneer Society be renamed the Matilda R. Wilson Society


Sail Society be renamed the Alfred G. Wilson Society

The proposed changes are reflected in Exhibit A.

The new donor societies emphasize philanthropic giving to the University and provide consistent and appropriate recognition for our donors.  These revisions will help focus donors on the larger needs of the University and enable the university to thank and recognize donors appropriately for their generosity.

Some of the society names appear to be similar, such as President’s Club and President’s Council, and Matilda Wilson Founder’s Society and Matilda R. Wilson Society.  However, the Oakland University Foundation, after consultation, believes the marketing materials, recognitions, and the variation in the society names are distinctive enough to avoid confusion for our donors.

Recommendation


RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves and adopts the revised Gift Policy: Donor Recognition, dated August 7, 2002, attached hereto as Exhibit A, to take effect immediately.

Previous Board Action

The Board of Trustees approved and adopted a Gift Policy: Donor Recognition on April 7, 1994, and amended the policy on December 16, 1999 and October 3, 2001.
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Educational Implications

The proposal will recognize and thank alumni and friends of Oakland University who provide outstanding private support that helps to maintain excellence in our programs of education, research and service.

Budgetary Implications

None

Personnel Implications

None
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