Department of Athletics

Description of Program

The OU Department of Intercollegiate Athletics has been fully participating in Division I athletics since 1999-2000.  In the first four years the Golden Grizzlies have won nineteen regular season conference championships, nine conference tournament titles and have had eleven NCAA tournament appearances.

The Oakland University Athletics Department is a member of the Mid-Continent Conference.  The Mid-Continent Conference is comprised of nine schools – Centenary, Chicago State, IUPUI, UMKC, Oral Roberts, Southern Utah, Valparaiso and Western Illinois.  The men's and women's swimming and diving programs also compete in the National Independent Conference.

OU has 14 varsity sports -- baseball, men's basketball, women's basketball, men's cross country, women's cross country, men's golf, women's golf, men's soccer, women's soccer, softball, men's swimming & diving, women's swimming & diving, women's tennis and volleyball.

The Golden Grizzlies play their court sports (volleyball and men's and women's basketball) at the Athletics Center Arena which has a capacity of 3,000, and the baseball, softball and soccer games are played at the OU Athletic Fields.  OU swimming and diving competes in the OU Aquatics Center, which has a capacity of 1,000, and the men's and women's golf teams call OU's Katke-Cousins their home golf course.

Key Performance Indicators








2000/01
2001/02
2002/03


RPI Tier 1 Athletic Teams


   Men’s Basketball




     200
     135
     199

   Women’s Basketball



     143
     144
     194

   Men’s Soccer




       37
       86
       86

   Women’s Soccer




       69
       52
      101 

   Men’s Swimming/Diving



       15*       
       10*
       27#

   Women’s Swimming/Diving


         6*
       15*
       50#

Number of Student Athletes


     320
     311 
      276

RPI (Ratings Percentage Index) is a rating system utilizing three factors:  Division I winning percentage, schedule strength, and opponents’ schedule strength.

* Mid-Major Ranking

# National Finish/Ranking

Department of Athletics

Major Changes in Business

The OU Department of Intercollegiate Athletics’ budget reflects the revenues and expenditures of its continuing participation in Division I athletics.  Major budget assumptions for fiscal year 2003/04 are as follows:

1. Operating revenues are projected to dip slightly due to a change in the Mid-Continent Conference Revenue Distribution.

2. Compensation costs are projected to increase.

3. General Fund budget support increases are due to projected adjustments for compensation.

