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Summary:  In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of distinguished accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters, sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the University.  The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University’s scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

Eugene A. Miller has had a distinguished career in banking, culminating in an eight-year term as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Comerica Bank, one of the nation’s largest and most profitable banking companies and a member of the Fortune 500.  His leadership skill is evident in the bank’s consistent pattern of growth and profitability through every business cycle.  

In addition, he has successfully managed the merger of two very different banks into a cohesive unit reaching from California, Texas, and Florida to its Detroit home.  The company’s commitment to the prosperity of its hometown is reflected in its purchase of naming rights to Comerica Park.  Mr. Miller has served the business community through service as Vice President of the Federal Advisory Council of the Federal Reserve System Board of Governors, Chairman of the Association of Bank Holding Companies, and Chairman of the Economic Club of Detroit.

Mr. Miller has also shown a zest for leadership in public service as Chairman of the Detroit Renaissance, the Japan America Society, the Cranbrook Educational Community, the United Way, and the Oakland University Foundation Board of Directors.
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Action to be Requested at Next Formal Board Meeting:  It is recommended that Eugene A. Miller be granted an honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities based on his skills in leading Comerica Bank in a consistent pattern of growth and profitability through every business cycle, as well as his leadership in public service as Chairman of the Detroit Renaissance, the Japan America Society, the Cranbrook Educational Community, the United Way, and the Oakland University Foundation Board of Directors.

Previous Board Action:  None

Educational Implications:  None

Budgetary Implications:  None

Personnel Implications:  None

Attachments:  Proposed Agendum item to be presented to the Board of Trustees for approval at its June 5, 2002 Formal Session.

Reviewed by Interim Vice President Virinder K. Moudgil: 
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Reviewed by Secretary Victor A. Zambardi:
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Reviewed by President Gary D. Russi:
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