
CONTRIBUTORS
 

K. Bill Byrne spent thirty years in training and marketing in the au
tomotive industry, the bulk of that time with Volkswagen of America. 
He teaches Rhetoric 150 and 160 at Oakland University as a Special 
Lecturer. 

Sherman Folland is Professor of Economics. He publishes numerous 
articles focusing on health economics. With two colleagues, he is also 
author of the leading textbook in that field, The Economics of 
Health and Health Care 

Dolly Kefgen holds the PhD in Political Science and Economics from 
the University of Michigan. 

Sean Kilpatrick is a Detroit freelance author and is published in over 
eighty magazines, such as La Petite Zine, Pindeldyboz, MiPOesias, Ex
quisite Corpse, 5_trope, and in several anthologies, including the Out
side Voices 2008 Anthology of Younger Poets. 

Pamela Light is a graduate of OU with a Bachelors Degree in English 
and Film Studies (1983) and a Masters Degree in English (1985). She 
is chairperson of the English Department at Rochester College. 

Austin Murphy received his PhD in Finance from the University of 
Georgia. He serves as Professor of Finance in OUs School of Business 
Administration. He is the author of over 70 academic articles and 
nine books. 

Gary Shepherd, a faculty member of the Department of Sociology 
and Anthropology since the fall of 1976, retired in August 2008. His 
primary research interests were and continue to be focused on the 
emergence and development of new religious movements. He and 
his brother, Gordon Shepherd, have coauthored three books and a 
number of research articles on topics related to this topic, which, in 
2006, garnered them the Thomas Robbins Award for Excellence in 
Research on New Religious Movements under the auspices of Nova 
Religio and the American Academy of Religion. 

Gordon Shepherd is a Professor of Sociology at the University of Cen
tral Arkansas and, with his brother Gary, has taught summer courses 
at Oakland since 1984. Shepherd and Shepherd have coauthored 
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several books and numerous articles on topics in the sociology of re
ligion. Currently they are collaborating on a book for the University 
of Illinois Press entitled Talking with the Children of God: The Leadership 
Organization of a Heretical Religion. 
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