A Survey of Medical Students’ Attitudes Toward Clinical
Death After Teaching the Philosophy of Death

Nicholas Ludka B.A.}, Abram Brummett Ph.D? Jason Adam Wasserman Ph.D?

! Medical Student, Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine, Rochester Hills, MI
> Department of Foundational Medical Studies, Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine, Rochester Hills, MI

—

Introduction Methods Conclusions
The pluralism of views that surround death, both within the A - N g R g N * Less than half of students understood the language of the
bioethics community and society as a whole, can be a 80 Minute current medico-legal standard of death before attending the
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source of frustration for medical students and physicians Distribution to > Llfrf;clggiorr\] tgf S| Distribution to > y lecture.

who encounter surrogate decision makers who deny the M2 students b1y M2 students (n=43) * After attending the lecture, significantly more students were

Death able to apply medico-legal standards of death to cases where

standard medico-legal view of death. There are large gaps
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in knowledge regarding brain death among medical surrogate decision makers held a whole brain, high brain, or
students, likely due to the lack of educational initiatives and RESUItS circulatory view of death.

the reliance of media for information, which often portrays 100 106 * Students were less frustrated, more accepting, and were
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BCiuiatoy more likely to remove a ventilator for a patient with whole

brain death after attending the lecture.

* Although students were less frustrated and more accepting of
the high brain view of death after the lecture, their attitude
did not change for removing a ventilator.

* Students were less likely to accommodate a request to keep a

inaccurate descriptions of brain death.! Despite the
growing literature on the inadequacy of medical students’
knowledge of brain death, there has yet to be investigation
into students’ attitudes toward brain death and other, non-
standard views of death.? Therefore, we developed a
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lecture with an accompanying queStionnaire to determine Pre-intervention Post-intervention O Pre-intervention _Post-intervention
students’ knowledge and attitudes for different views of Figure 1. The percentage of students who correctly applied Figure 2. The percentage of students who correctly identified brain dead patient on a ventilator despite not having changes
death. iy i e fnton of st o g oy e Unfor in frustration or acceptability toward the circulatory view of
circulatory (p = .003) view of death. the lecture (p = 0.02) death.
High brain Whole brain | Circulatory . o
Frustration Accommodation Acceptability Discussion
6 6 = 6 - IwnoeBrain  OUr data shows that pre-clinical medical students have a lack of
5 5 F 5 T - + High Brain understanding for the current medico-legal standards of death.
§ 4 4 T T 4 :E————“""’:- The shifts in students’ attitudes toward the three different
S 3 3 - 3 views of death suggests that early educational intervention on
= 2 ﬁ ) ) the history, application, and contemporary debate on the
Pre-intervention Post-intervention 1 Pre-intervention Post-intervention 1 Pre-intervention Post-intervention phI|OSOphy .Of death faCII.It.ateS student reﬂeFtl.o.n on their own
5 5 5 — rwhoepran | UNMerstanding and opinion of the definition of death.
- - / - _— - I Circulatory Furthermore, students were less frustrated with the high brain
P — . . view and found it more acceptable than the circulatory view,
*The whole brain view of death is recognized as the current medico- g :E - T I I despite both being non-standard views of death. This may
legal standard of death per the Uniform Declaration of Death Act g T ° _\I ’ indicate that students have a “neuro-centric” view of death that
(UDDA) ? 'N ? ? holds higher brain function as more critical to life than
Aims and ObjECtives 1 Pre-intervention Post-intervention 1 Pre-intervention Post-intervention 1 Pre-intervention Post-intervention cardiopulmonary function.
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