
Using Novelist 

The ERL subscribes to a number of databases which provide a wealth of information about books for children and young 

adults.  You can find them by going to the ERL homepage – www.oakland.edu/erl - and clicking on the black button 

which is labeled “Search External  Book Reviews and databases”.   Novelist is a database provided to all Michigan 

schools, libraries and residents for free and it is a great tool for finding information about children’s books,  identifying 

appropriate titles and “read-alikes” and reading reviews. 

There are many ways to craft searches and limit by reading levels,  genres, characteristic s or publication dates.  Each 

record for a book provides general publication information and most often suggests a reading level or lexile for that 

particular title.  Along the right side of the screen there will be a list of titles identified as similar or “read alikes”  Near 

the bottom of the entry you will see check boxex that you can use to identify specific characteristics that you like about 

this book , and then use them to search for more books.   

The help menu can be found at the top right of the screen, and there are many useful tutorials and instructions for how 

to navigate and use this  powerful resource.  Novelist is easy to use and great to teach your students to use for 

themselves.  As they look for their own “just-right” books, they are also reading and thinking. 
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