
Planning the Curriculum 

Depth vs. Breadth
As	you	plan	your	courses,	think	of	the	curriculum	to	be	learned	as	a	rectangle	–with	the	horizontal	sides	=	
breadth	and	the	vertical	sides	=	depth.	In	this	image,	the	area	of	the	rectangle	basically	remains	constant	
regardless	of	how	you	construct	the	rectangle.	Which	do	you	need	for	your	course,	greater	breadth	or	
greater	depth?	You	cannot	have	it	both	ways.	
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Mathematically	inclined	folks	will	remind	us	that	the	maximum	area	of	a	rectangle	with	the	smallest	
parameter	is	a	square.	Perhaps	you	also	need	to	make	your	curriculum	more	of	a	square	than	a	very	
narrow,	but	long	rectangle.
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