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Agenda

I. OU Pride – President Ora Hirsch Pescovitz

II. OU School of Business Administration – Dean Chuck Pierce

III. OU Center for Civic Engagement – Dave Dulio, Professor, 
Political Science



In October, OU celebrated 
Sustainability Month.

Events included a forum on 
“sustainability challenges,” featuring 

leaders from Oakland County. 

Mozhgon Rajaee (right), associate 
professor of health sciences, is a 

leader of the university’s 
sustainability team. 



On Oct. 21, we thanked our generous 
donors for their support for the Varner Hall 
renovation upon the completion of “Act I.”

“Varner: Act II” includes a makeover to 
student practice rooms, recital hall and 
Studio Theater lobby

Total renovation cost: $45 million



In late October, we held the 
OU-Pontiac Initiative 
Townhall on campus. 

Impressive collaboration 
and commitment to the 
city’s promising future



Dr. Kwame Sakyi

• Associate Professor of Public Health

• Devoted his research to understand 
determinants of maternal, neonatal 
and child well-being in low and 
middle income countries

• Impact of his work is felt around the 
world

President’s Colloquium Series (Nov. 1)



MENTALLY HEALTHY

• OU Athletics received a $50,000 
mental health grant from the 
Horizon League.

• Funds support educating coaches, 
staff, and student-athletes on 
mental health skills and strategies

• Student-athletes will have access to 
additional licensed clinical mental 
health providers on campus



Nov. 30 at Oakland Center

Attended by 400+ faculty, staff, 

students & visitors



“Changemakers in OU History” 

presented by Dominique Daniel

Featured interviews with current 

Changemakers

Presented overview of challenges 

& strategic actions, including 

budget status, and new initiatives



FALL 2022 
COMMENCEMENT

• December 16-17

• 756: SBA, SEHS, SHS, SON

• 661: CAS, SECS

• 417: Doctoral & Masters 
Degrees

• Total Graduates: 1,834



Welcome Dean Chuck Pierce, School of Business Admin.

▪ Dean Pierce began his tenure on August 1. 

▪ He arrives at Oakland after 18 years at the 
University of Memphis

▪ Interim Dean and Professor of Management 
at the Fogelman College of Business and 
Economics. 



Dr. Chuck Pierce, Dean
Dec 5, 2022 Board of Trustees Meeting

Vision for SBA



▪ Woodbury NJ → Hacienda Heights CA → Troy MI →
Rochester NY → Syracuse NY → Albany NY →
Bozeman MT → Memphis TN → OU

▪ BS Syracuse 1990
▪ PhD SUNY-Albany 1995
▪ Montana State 1995-2004
▪ Memphis 2004-2022
▪ Oakland 2022-present

Biography



▪ Student success
▪ Quality & accessibility of academic programs
▪ Impactful research programs
▪ Business community partnerships
▪ Elevation of business school’s brand
▪ Diversity, equity, and inclusion

Values



▪ SBA 2,474 students Fall 2022 (2,038 UG; 436 G)
▪ online MBA program
▪ online undergraduate majors (e.g., MGMT, MKTG)

▪ online specialty master’s programs (MS Acct, MS 
Business Analytics, MS IT Mgmt)

▪ expand SBA’s footprint to increase diversity of 
student talent pipeline for business community

▪ MD/MBA program

▪ MPH/MBA program

▪ MSW/MBA program

Academic Programs



▪ SBA Research Groups (e.g., analytics, artificial 
intelligence, blockchain tech, consumer marketing, 
corporate finance, cybersecurity, entrepreneurship 
& innovation, IT mgmt, leadership, real estate, 
supply chain, workplace discrimination/DEI)

▪ increased publication, grant, & contract activity

▪ collaborations w/ other academic units at OU & 
beyond and w/ business community

Research Programs



▪ Executive Education programs

▪ Executives-in-Residence student mentoring 
program (e.g., Judy Hegelund, Deloitte; Jeff Hix, 
BCBSM; Jody Guastella Jones, Mercedes-Benz 
Financial; Travis Peterson, Lear; Alexandria 
Salvaggio, Koucar Mgmt)

▪ Corporate Partners sponsorship program

Business Community Outreach



DAVE DULIO

• Professor of Political Science

• Director, Oakland University Center 
for Civic Engagement

Convener of Conversations



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022
• Recognition



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022

• Continuing to build a reputation for OU as a “convener of conversations.”
• “Office Hours” series features OU faculty experts

• Topics in the fall semester: US and Michigan Economy, Sustainability, Campaign 2022
• Civility 
• After Roe: The Constitution, Rights, Policy and Politics



Center for Civic Engagement Update – Fall 2022


