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Need and Demand for Nutrition Major

 Career growth in nutrition and dietetics: 15% between 2016-2026

 Higher than national average

 Student demand 

 278 prospective Fall 2019 students identify nutrition as an area of interest (ACT/SAT data)

 37% (147/401) of students taking general health sciences or nutrition class in Fall 2018 
interested in a stand alone nutrition major

 Anticipate increased demand for major

 Expansion of nutrition services

 Shift to requiring a bachelors for dietetic technicians

 Builds upon existing B.S. in Health Sciences Nutrition “concentration” 

 Expands clinical, community, and food service management curriculum

 Prepares entry-level professional

 Responds to new ACEND accreditation requirements



 Focus on community partnerships and community-based experiential 

learning

 Directly impacts Goal 3 in University’s strategic plan related to serving 

communities

 Training nutrition professionals to work with individuals and communities

 School of Health Sciences mission to “transform students into leaders impacting 

the health of communities”

 Interdisciplinary Health Sciences mission to “train dynamic practitioners”…using 

an interdisciplinary, community-based approach  

Fit with School and University Mission



 Interdisciplinary approach to the science and practice of nutrition

 Foundational knowledge in physical and social sciences

 Specialized knowledge in nutrition applying foundation concepts

 10 new courses - food science and food service, management, community and 
public health nutrition, education and communication

 Integration of “supervised experiential learning” into every course per 
accreditation standards

 Designed to:

 Meet accreditation standards for a dietetic technician undergraduate 
program 

 Provide pre-requisites for graduate programs

Curriculum



Pro forma Budget

Calculated based on: 

• All NEW students (10 in Year 1, 15 in Year 2, 20 in Years 3+)

• Assumed 20 existing students with enroll, total cohort of 40/year 

• All tuition revenue

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 TOTAL

Total 
Revenue $    134,620 $    341,923 $    633,194 $    939,325 $    1,095,884 $     3,144,945

Total Expenses $   114,051 $    318,068 $    516,040 $    653,939 $    728,853 $    2,330,952 

Net Income 
(Loss) $    20,569 $    23,854 $    117,154 $    285,386 $    367,030 $    813,993 

REVENUE TO EXPENSE RATIO: 0.74



Career Options for Graduates

 Nutrition professionals work in a variety of practice settings

 Community health education

 Clinical care (acute, long-term, outpatient)

 Schools

 Research

 Food or pharmaceutical industries

 Credentialed professionals: More options and insurance reimbursement

 Registered dietitian (mean salary: $60,150)

 Dietetic technician (income $29,000-$38,000)



Accreditation and National 

Recognition

 OU’s B.S. in Nutrition proposal was accepted by the Accreditation Council for 
Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) as a demonstration program

 3rd cohort of “early adopters” of the new educational model for undergraduate 

programs training dietetic technicians

 As a demonstration program we receive:

 National recognition

 Mentorship and guidance in program development, assessment, and accreditation

 Reduction in accreditation fees

 Positions program for accreditation ahead of the current timeline (in 2021-2022 

instead of 2025)



Questions & Comments
THANK YOU!




