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Thank you, Ken.
The medical community at Beaumont, and throughout the area I’m sure, will be enthusiastic about the prospect of this new medical school.

For Beaumont, it is an important step.  Beaumont is already the largest private-staff model teaching hospital in the United States, Based on its graduate medical education programs.  We have 35 accredited residencies and fellowships and 50 medical school clerkships and electives to students from medical schools in Michigan and around the country.  Beaumont currently has 350 accredited resident and fellowship positions. 

This major commitment to education allows Beaumont to be a leader in many ways.
Beaumont has developed a state-of-the-art Surgical Learning Center, the only one of its kind in Michigan and we think the only one as up-to-date and comprehensive in the country.  Already, because of this center, Beaumont has been certified by the American College of Surgeons as a Level One Education facility.  No other hospital not directly associated with a university has received that designation anyway in the country.

The Surgical Learning Center is now also a focus of education and training for doctors about the latest in robotic surgery of all types – general surgery, prostate surgery, gynecological surgery, and more.

The Beaumont Research Institute, active as a center of medical research here since the 1960s, is the home of more than 850 currently ongoing clinical trials involving 500 researchers and nearly 50,000 registered participants.  The Research Institute has more than $22 million in grants derived from federal, commercial, and philanthropic sources, and it ranks among the top 10 non-university hospitals in the nation in research activities.

Beaumont’s research is heavily oriented towards clinical advances, safety, outcomes, and standard of care.  Our physicians bring the most advanced scientific understanding to the bedside for translations research aimed at benefiting our patients.

In 2002, Beaumont was designated a Community Clinical Oncology Program (CCOP) by the National Cancer Institute. This designation enables people in Beaumont’s community to participate in national government-funded cancer prevention and treatment clinical trials, making the latest research findings available to our community.

Mr. Matzick has already mentioned our Magnet nursing designation.  This is particularly important not only for quality of patient care, but also for the longstanding collaborative relationship we’ve had with Oakland University, including the nationally ranked School of Nurse Anesthesia here.

We are uniquely positioned to do this, and are anxious to begin.  We are taking this opportunity to provide a restructured medical education to conform with the needs of the population in the 21st century.  There are dramatic changed to the scientific, social and economic environment and we need to respond by producing physicians that are responsive to these changes.  Our Beaumont doctors are looking forward to it.  We could not be more pleased.....

Now, let me recognize Dr. Virinder Mougdil … 
