DEC 3 1 2009

OAKLAND PRESS

| "t this tirne Jast year, many
of us at Oakland University
anticipated that 2009 would .
be a difficult year. , .
£ Y ' Looking back, we see that
. the same economic forces that cre-
ated 50 much pain across the state
~and the nation paved the way for
many difficult decisjons here on
| . The good news is that despite
-otir challenges, we’ve managed
1o protect the integ: '
rity and guality of our -
academic programs.
Heartening reassur-
ance of this came with
news that the Higher
Learning Cominission
“of the North Central. . -
| Association has granted
us unqualified accredi-
tation for the next10 -

years. * . S
Jcan’t think of any- =

‘DR, GARY RUSS!

first-ever capital carnpaign ended

thiing‘thatspeaksmore T
to the dedication of our .7

world-class facuity, who inspire

_our students through instruction, -

mentoring and research. . ...

' They play key roles as scholats,

_munity and they go to great lengths
to provide students with the superb

-educational experience they ~ -
eceiveat Qakland. ~

., We've piso kept our PrOgrams
accegsible to a wide array of stu-
dents by carefully managing costs

clil'aid resources, 7 " =

We believe this fall's 4.1 percent
increase in enroliment and the’
-arrival of our largest first-year
class ever resulted from these and
mgny othet student-focused initia-
tives, "~ e

We appreciate support from the
Lbioader community as well. Our

'{éacher’s and members of thecom-

and significantly expanding fman- o

- Building, which is targeted for
completion in 2012.

Our Schoo! of Nursing has intre-
duced the Doctorate in Nursing
Practice program and partnered
with St. John Health System to
open the Riverview Institute of
Oakland University, which is offer-

e

ngitofe stdent a aptiy

well being of the region.

- We ook forward to :qorithiued o
" gupport from the community and-

- - to the'benefits of our angoing col-

laboration. . nota

Dr. Gary Russi is the;pré,s'i‘d;éht of
Qakland University, ” ., .~

'

. ,UeSpite“eCOﬂOmy, OU had good year

ths year with nearly $112 milliori | ' to'start i careet In nursing: it
in contributions, which exceeded ;s We've dlsolaunched thel | tiaf '
our original goal by $2 millionand - NanoTech R&D Institute, where .
did so a year earlier than anticl- both faculty and students will o
pated. Grateful for the commtinity’s -explore science and technologyii' -
confidence and willingnessto | . witha boundless array of edical
Cvest in the work we're doing, we . and other applications, Similarly,
will continue to honor our part- -~ our Center for Biomedical Research
nership by working to help foster. . ; has expanded faculty research ;
regional growth and prosperity. . opportunitics that will broaden an
The good.news of 2009 doesn't . aiready intense focus on programs
o endthere. il in the healthsciences. =~
‘We have expanded -~ Outside the health sciences,”..”
academie offerings we've celebrated the grand opening
to include nearly 250 . of the Macomb-OU INCubator’s ...
undergraduate and .. " Sterling Heights factlity, where
graduate programs, atid . hus__in‘eé_s‘profe'ssio‘,ﬁ&ls"a’h’d schol
‘we confinue to garner - drg'are supporting the growth
national recoguition ©* of start-up companies, fosterin:
for their quality. Just dévelopment of rew technology ™
one examplé of this is i+ and facilitating the creation of new
our Dance Program ~ jobsright here in'southeastern”
winning prestigious .. Michigan, T L '
full membershipand = . ° Likewise, the new Cent
_acereditation from the, . ; Integrated Busiriess Resear
; - National Association of  Bdtcation (CIBRE) a Oaklah
" Schoolsof Dance,:, - University’s School of Busine
We also continue to offer gount- * Administration is aggregating .
less academic enhancement and resources and ideas from business
extracurricular activities, includ-  leaders, researchers, professionals
ing a successful and exciting NCAA . and studerits to help revitalize the
Division I athletics prograim. " regiof’s economy. 5.1 RO
In a broader sense, and withan -+~ Aswe did in 2008, Wwe'aiiticipate
- eye on helping address reglonal . the coming year will present ay
needs, we've made great strides . whole new set of chial lénges and, .
toward the opening of the Qakland ulﬁdrtpngitbly,‘ still more difficult
University William Beaumont decisions. - . .
School of Medicine, We've also . 1 want o assure you, however, ..
approyed design plans for our " that we'll keep ouy eye on'what’s
160,000-square-foot Human Health - best for students and thie he id




