Oakland University

Department of English--Assessment Plan for Master of Arts Program

1. Citation of appropriate goals from Oakland University’s Mission Statement.


a)   “A variety of majors and specialized curricula prepare students for post-baccalaureate education, professional schools or careers directly after graduation."

b)  “…the university seeks to facilitate the development of those personal skills that will contribute to informed decision making and productive citizenship.”

 2.  Specification of academic goals that flow from each of the cited university goals.



a)   The Master’s Program in English aims to provide students with advanced skills in reading literary texts and thinking and writing about them. 


a and b)  The basic curriculum emphasizes major critical approaches so that students will be equipped to expand their literary horizons later, whether as doctoral candidates, teachers at secondary and college levels, or  as members of the community.

3. Implementation of the unit’s goals into objectives for student learning.


a)  Students will acquire knowledge of literary analysis and history, and of the distinctive qualities of several literary genres.


a) Students will recognize the importance of literary history by becoming familiar with the cultural environment that influenced literary expression in at least one period.


a and b)  Students will apply their knowledge and skills to questions about literary texts and communicate the results in essays.

4. Description of the methods by which progress toward meeting the unit goals will be measured.


a) Direct Measure (Master’s Project and seminar papers):  ENG 690 Master’s Projects represent the culminating achievements for a selection of M.A. candidates; seminar papers represent the most advanced and sustained scholarly writing produced by all M.A. candidates.  Assessing these two examples of students’ work allows us to observe the skills our graduates have developed in critical thinking and writing.  Each year the Graduate Program Committee reviews the seminar papers of students enrolled in their second seminar and the masters projects to discover whether students are making good use of the theoretical, generic, and historical knowledge they should have gleaned from core courses in the graduate program and to appraise the writing performance.  The Graduate Program Committee evaluates each of the Master’s Projects according to the following criteria:

A.  1.  Understanding and application of literary history, and/or

      2.  Understanding and application of literary theory, and/or


 3.  Understanding of a literary genre

B.      Depth and precision of literary analysis

C.   1.  Clarity and originality of thesis


  2.  Clarity and organization of project


  3.  Clarity and organization of writing

After reviewing the Master’s Projects and seminar papers, the Graduate Program Committee prepares a summary report which is presented to the Department for discussion and possible action.


b) Indirect Measures (Exiting Students andAlumni Questionnaires):  An open-ended questionnaire is distributed to all students near the end of their final semester in the program.  This questionnaire affords students the opportunity to reflect upon what they perceive to be the strengths and weaknesses of their major course of study and their overal experience in the program.  In addition, an open-ended questionnaire is mailed to about 35 randomly selected alumni every three years, with stamped return envelope.  This questionnaire affords alumni the opportunity to reflect upon what they perceive to be the strengths and weaknesses of their major course of study after five or more years of advanced education, professional growth, and/or civic life.  Because the questions on both questionnaires are open-ended, the responses do not ordinarily lend themselves to tabulation.  Nevertheless, the Graduate Program Committee prepares a summary report of the questionnaire responses which is presented to the Department for discussion and possible action.

5.  Identify who has the primary responsibility for administering assessment activity.


The Masters Projects and student and alumni questionnaires are evaluated by members of the Graduate Program Committee (the Department Chair is responsible for configuring the committee’s membership).  The Committee reports to the Chair and shares its findings with the entire Department.  

6.  Describe the procedures used in your academic unit for translating assessment results into program changes.


Departmental faculty meetings are held every month throughout the year.  At one of these meetings each year, the Graduate Program Committee presents the summary reports of assessment activities described above, and faculty members are invited to respond to the assessment results. 
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