University Assessment Committee Funding for Department Assessment Activities

The University Assessment Committee (UAC) has a limited budget available to provide support for departmental level assessment activities.   At the beginning of each academic year, the committee solicits requests for funding, which are then evaluated by the committee on a case-by-case basis. The UAC funds are intended to be a catalyst for promoting assessment activities, rather than an ongoing source of support.  The committee gives priority to funding proposals that promise innovative or experimental approaches to assessment or improved practice in assessment, especially those that might serve as models for other programs.  Support may also be provided for attendance at assessment related conferences or workshops as resources permit.  

Criteria for Funding Departmental Assessment Activities

Funding is made available by the president and provost for the purpose of improving the assessment of student outcomes and will be awarded by the committee according to the following criteria:

1. Priority will be given to proposals that demonstrate an innovative strategy to assess program-specific learning outcomes in an academic major.  Examples include (but are not limited to):

a. Development of an assessment center

b. Development of an electronic portfolio

c. Development of web-based assessment instruments

2. The project should involve the implementation of a new assessment endeavor.  This may include:

a. Development and/or testing of new assessment instruments for fit and effectiveness (including the use of standardized tests)

b. Development and testing of new rating scales/rubrics

c. Development and/or testing of new survey instruments

d. Implementation of innovative faculty development and/or training related to a specific component of the department’s assessment plan

3. There must be a clear fit between the proposed assessment strategy and the program learning objectives or some important assessment question that has been identified by the department

While there is no stated limit on the amounts that may be funded, the size of the committee’s budget creates practical limits. Proposals may be funded fully, partially, or not at all.  All funding is on a one-time basis per activity.  Departments are strongly encouraged to investigate on-going sources of funding by requesting base budget funding from their deans as they develop and implement their assessment plans.

Departments are required to follow university policy regarding use of university funds.  

(See 207 - Business Expenditure Policies under Section #200 - BUSINESS AND FINANCE of the OU Administrative Policies and Procedures).

Application for Funding
Requests for funding should include the following information:

1. Department/program name, contact person with phone number and email address

2. A list of faculty and staff involved in the assessment project

3. The goals of the assessment activity

4. A description of the proposed activity

5. The timeframe for implementation of the activity

6. A description of how the project will be evaluated

7. A brief narrative budget indicating how each budgeted item will be used

8. A detailed budget, including information on matching funds (if available).  If the activity has already taken place, the department must provide supporting documents such as receipts, etc.  

Funding requests should be forwarded to the Chair of the University Assessment committee c/o OIRA, 511 O’Dowd Hall or by email to palmer@oakland.edu
