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The graduate admissions policy of Oakland University is selective.   The process is competitive and the general requirements listed below represent the minimum requirements for admission to graduate study.  Academic departments are responsible for establishing additional admission requirements specific to the graduate degree or graduate certificate program.   
GRADUATE ADMISSION GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
a) An application for admission to graduate study.
b) An international supplemental application for international student applicants with notarized bank statement in U.S. dollars for required published amount.
c) A bachelor’s degree awarded from a regionally accredited undergraduate institution OR an equivalent non-U.S. degree with satisfactory scores from the Graduate Record Examination, including advanced (subject) exams when available.  The date the degree was conferred must precede the date of enrollment in the graduate degree program.
d) Official transcript of all post-secondary educational institutions from which the applicant earned a degree (beginning with first baccalaureate) and all enrollment in graduate level course work beyond the bachelor's degree.  International university transcripts must be evaluated by a professional credential evaluation service (refer to Graduate Policy:  Admission to Graduate Programs – Foreign Educational Credentials)
Unofficial transcripts may be accepted for admissions evaluation purposes.  When unofficial transcripts are reviewed, the student’s acceptance should be regarded as provisional pending receipt of an official transcript within a specific time frame. 
e) Proof of English competency for students for who English is not their native language.
f) Proof of prerequisite courses (undergraduate) required to be admitted into degree program.  Undergraduate prerequisite courses are preparatory to the degree and not considered part of the degree requirements.
g) Recommendation Form (minimum requirement 2).
GRADUATE ADMISSION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS –SUGGESTED OPTIONS
a) Official copies of standardized test scores (GRE, GMAT, MCAT, etc);

b) Supplemental application to graduate program; OR
c) Supplemental materials or activities (writing samples, portfolios, career goals, personal goals, interviews, etc.).
GRADUATE DEGREE ADMISSION PROCESS 
  

Graduate Study and Lifelong Learning is responsible for the interpretation and administration of regulations governing the admission of graduate students.  Graduate admissions personnel have been assigned the responsibility of collecting and processing applications for admission to graduate programs.  

Applicants seeking graduate admission, with full standing, to a degree or graduate certificate program must submit all documentation required for admission to graduate study according to published deadlines to ensure proper processing and evaluation by the school or department and graduate admissions for a definite semester.   Even though an applicant may meet the general requirements for admission to graduate study, each graduate program reserves the right to recommend a denial or admission with limited standing, based upon the evaluation of documentation supplied by the applicant as well as the standing of the applicant relative to others who have applied to the specific graduate program.  Graduate students are permitted to matriculate into only one graduate degree program at a time.  
Formal admission to a graduate program at Oakland University is offered by Graduate Study and Lifelong Learning.  The offer of graduate admission is extended to the applicant for a specified semester.  An admitted student who wishes to change the semester of entry must apply to update their admission to graduate study.  Graduate Study and Lifelong Learning will permit an admitted applicant to update within five terms of the original admission term; thereafter, a new application will be required.  Graduate students are admitted to either full or limited standing as described below. 
GRADUATE DEGREE SEEKING ADMISSION CLASSIFICATIONS
Graduate Standing (Full Standing) 
An applicant seeking graduate admission with full standing to a degree or graduate certificate program must meet the criteria specified under graduate admission general requirements and, in addition, must: 1)  satisfy the specific graduate admission program requirements as stated in the graduate catalog;  2)  achieve a satisfactory score on the GRE or GMAT if required; and  3)  satisfy the professional, personal and scholastic standards for graduate study established by the graduate program and the Graduate Council.  Admitting an applicant to a graduate program with full standing does not imply the student will be advanced to candidacy for an advanced degree.

Graduate Standing (Limited Standing) 
An applicant who meets the graduate admission general requirements as stated in the graduate catalog for a graduate program, as well as the specific graduate admission program requirements, will be granted graduate admission with limited standing when: 1) due to pending graduation, the applicant cannot submit an official transcript verifying completion of a bachelor’s degree to satisfy the degree credential requirement;  and/or  2)  additional academic requirements are imposed by the graduate program. 
Degree credential requirements must be met by:  1) submitting an official undergraduate degree transcript as certification of degree received, including the date the degree was conferred from a regionally accredited institution; and 2) submitting the official transcript by a deadline no later than 45 days from the first day of class for the initial term of enrollment.  Failure to submit the final degree transcript by the stated deadline will result in adjustments to financial aid and cancellation of future graduate enrollment.  

Academic requirements must be met by: 1) enrollment in not more than 12 credits of additional graduate coursework, within three terms from the initial term of enrollment; and/or 2) achieving a minimum grade requirement of 3.0 or above in each graduate course taken during the first 12 credit hours of enrollment.   Undergraduate course preparation or Preparatory Courses refer to prerequisite undergraduate courses an applicant is required to complete in order to be eligible for admission into a graduate degree program.  These courses are preparatory to the degree, and cannot be academic requirements imposed by the graduate program to grant graduate admission with limited standing.
Applicants are placed on limited standing for up to three academic terms (fall-winter) from the time of initial enrollment and notified of the academic requirements in writing at the time of graduate admission.  While students with limited standing are approved to enroll in advanced degree curricula, those who do not satisfy the requirements of limited standing and progress to full standing within three terms or any shorter amount of time set forth in the letter of admit are dismissed at the end of the term in violation and denied further registration in the graduate program.  

Special Graduate Status
Applicants who are seeking a graduate degree or graduate certificate program, but who are unable to meet the deadline for filing all required credentials for graduate admission may be granted temporary admission provided they submit a copy of a transcript providing evidence of a bachelor degree awarded and any specific evidence concerning their qualifications for graduate study as required by the department.  Students admitted to Special Graduate Status are not eligible to receive financial assistance.
Students in this status may take no more than a total of 12 credits AND must meet the criteria specified for graduate admission general requirements and specific graduate admission program requirements before completing the second semester of registration.  Up to 12 credits may be applied toward degree requirements if: 1)  a student is later admitted to a degree program; and 2) the credit is approved by the graduate program as appropriate to the degree objective.  However, admission as a special graduate student in no way assures subsequent admission to a degree program.   Degree requirements and program regulations prevailing for the semester of formal admission to a graduate program will govern the student’s program.
Post Baccalaureate Status (Graduate Preparatory)
Undergraduate course preparation or Preparatory Courses refer to prerequisite undergraduate courses an applicant is required to complete in order to be eligible for admission into a graduate degree program. These undergraduate courses are preparatory to the degree and not included as part of the graduate degree requirements.  

The Applicant, not meeting the undergraduate course preparation for admission to the graduate program will be given a delayed graduate admission status and may be granted admission at the Post Baccalaureate (PB) level as a Graduate Preparatory (GP) student.  A student taking graduate preparatory coursework must provide a financial aid officer an approved plan of study, signed by a graduate program coordinator, that identifies the specific undergraduate courses required for admissions to the graduate program.  Upon completing the preparatory course requirements, the student will be reviewed for regular admissions to the graduate program.  

A Graduate Preparatory (GP) student who enrolls in preparatory coursework, required for admission to the graduate program, may be eligible to apply for financial aid for one consecutive 12-month period.  The 12-month period will begin the first day of the loan period in which the student is enrolled half time.  Should the student decrease their enrollment to less than half time after the first day of that term, the 12-month consecutive period will continue to run.  Preparatory coursework that exceeds the 12-month consecutive period will not be eligible for financial aid.  

GRADUATE NON-DEGREE SEEKING ADMISSION CLASSIFICATIONS

Applicants holding baccalaureate degrees, who wish to enroll in graduate courses, but do NOT have immediate graduate degree objectives may request graduate non-degree status.  International students seeking F-1 or J-1 visas or those holding F-1 or J-1 visas are not eligible to apply for graduate non-degree admission.   Non-degree students do not qualify for financial aid.   Graduate non-degree admissions has two classifications:  1) Graduate Guest; and 2) Professional Development.  Applicants admitted to a graduate non-degree status are subject to the following stipulations:
Graduate Guest Status
A graduate student, matriculated in a graduate program at another accredited college or university, who wishes to enroll in a graduate course at Oakland University AND intends to return to their home institute to the graduate program in which the student is matriculated, may be admitted as a Graduate Guest Student.  The applicant must submit a completed graduate application (or the MIGS application for students enrolled in Michigan universities) with a letter from applicant’s home institution confirming the applicant is in good academic standing and that the graduate course(s) enrolled at OU will be transferred to the home institution BEFORE the applicant will be considered for enrollment.  Graduate guest students are typically admitted for one semester only.

Professional Development Status
Applicants who have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university must submit a graduate application with a copy of a transcript providing evidence of a terminal degree (bachelor’s master’s or doctoral).

1. Admission is granted to a particular school or college, but NOT to a specific graduate program.

2. There is no limitation on the number of graduate credits that may be earned in this status.

3.
Departmental permission must be obtained, prior to enrolling for graduate courses, to assure proper academic preparation.

4. There is no assurance that credits earned in this status will be approved and applied toward a graduate program.

5. Not more than 12 credits would be eligible for review, approval and application toward a graduate program at a later date.  These credits must comply with requirements published in the time limit section of the Graduate Catalog.

6. Graduate non-degree students who later decide to seek admission to a graduate program must adhere to all admission requirements specified by the program.
7. Graduate courses completed in graduate non-degree status will appear on a graduate transcript.
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