OAKLAND UNIVERSITY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

WORKING SESSION AGENDUM ITEM

September 15, 2004
APPOINTMENT OF DEAN FOR THE SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
Division/Department:  Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Summary:

This recommendation to appoint Kenneth R. Hightower as Dean of the School of Health Sciences is advanced with enthusiasm.  Based on input from the faculty and staff of the School of Health Sciences as well as consultation with the deans and academic administrators from our other schools and the College, I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower as Dean of the School of Health Sciences and to continue his appointment as Professor of Health Sciences with tenure.

Dr. Hightower has most recently served as Interim Dean of the School of Health Sciences since October 6, 2003.  Prior to this appointment, he served as Acting Associate Dean of the School of Health Sciences for fourteen months.  Before becoming an academic administrator, Dr. Hightower was a research associate and faculty member at Oakland, initially in the Eye Research Institute, beginning in 1974, where he advanced through the ranks to become a full professor of Biomedical Sciences in 1997.  In 2000, Dr. Hightower’s appointment was transferred to the School of Health Sciences, as Professor of Health Sciences.

Prior to coming to Oakland University, Dr. Hightower was an instructor, research assistant, and teaching assistant at Southern Illinois University, while he was completing his Ph.D. in molecular science.

During his professional career at Oakland University, Dr. Hightower has obtained research grants and awards in excess of $1 million, from institutions that include the National Institutes of Health, the NATO Scientific Affairs Division, Fight for Sight, and Oakland University.  His primary area of research is the role of ions in the aging lens and in cataracts.  He is the author of 53 publications in highly regarded scientific journals, and he has presented his work nationally and internationally.

Since moving to the School of Health Sciences, Dr. Hightower has taught courses in the exercise science and health sciences programs, including Health and Disease, Introduction to Research, The Brain and Disease, and Introduction to Pathology.  He continues to collaborate in his field of research and to publish and present his findings.  Administratively, Dr. Hightower has proved to be an inspiring leader who has strong support from each of the programs of the School.  He has articulated a vision that includes strong collaboration with the clinical community to produce health care professionals that are highly qualified and respected.
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An Employment Agreement between Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower and Oakland University will be signed by the parties, but will be contingent upon approval of the Board of Trustees, after review and approval by the Office of the General Counsel to assure compliance with the law and University policies and regulations and the legal standards and policies of the Board of Trustees.

Action to be Requested at Next Formal Board Meeting:

That the Board of Trustees appoint Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower to the position of Dean of the School of Health Sciences and continue his appointment as Professor of Health Sciences with tenure, effective September 15, 2004, at an initial salary of $115,000, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Employment Agreement between Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower and Oakland University.

Attachments:  

A.  Dr. Hightower’s curriculum vita.

Reviewed by Vice President Virinder K. Moudgil:   

_______________










    (Please Initial)
Reviewed by Secretary Victor A. Zambardi:


_______________










    (Please Initial)
Reviewed by President Gary D. Russi:


_______________










    (Please Initial)

Agendum

Oakland University

Board of Trustees

Formal Meeting

October 6, 2004
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Recommendation

This recommendation to appoint Kenneth R. Hightower as Dean of the School of Health Sciences is advanced with enthusiasm.  Based on input from the faculty and staff of the School of Health Sciences as well as consultation with the deans and academic administrators from our other schools and the College, I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower as Dean of the School of Health Sciences and to continue his appointment as Professor of Health Sciences with tenure.

Dr. Hightower has most recently served as Interim Dean of the School of Health Sciences since October 6, 2003.  Prior to this appointment, he served as Acting Associate Dean of the School of Health Sciences for fourteen months.  Before becoming an academic administrator, Dr. Hightower was a research associate and faculty member at Oakland, initially in the Eye Research Institute, beginning in 1974, where he advanced through the ranks to become a full professor of Biomedical Sciences in 1997.  In 2000, Dr. Hightower’s appointment was transferred to the School of Health Sciences, as Professor of Health Sciences.

Prior to coming to Oakland University, Dr. Hightower was an instructor, research assistant, and teaching assistant at Southern Illinois University, while he was completing his Ph.D. in molecular science.

During his professional career at Oakland University, Dr. Hightower has obtained research grants and awards in excess of $1 million, from institutions that include the National Institutes of Health, the NATO Scientific Affairs Division, Fight for Sight, and Oakland University.  His primary area of research is the role of ions in the aging lens and in cataracts.  He is the author of 53 publications in highly regarded scientific journals, and he has presented his work nationally and internationally.

Since moving to the School of Health Sciences, Dr. Hightower has taught courses in the exercise science and health sciences programs, including Health and Disease, Introduction to Research, The Brain and Disease, and Introduction to Pathology.  He continues to collaborate in his field of research and to publish and present his findings.  Administratively, Dr. Hightower has proved to be an inspiring leader who has strong support from each of the programs of the School.  He has articulated a vision that includes strong collaboration with the clinical community to produce health care professionals that are highly qualified and respected.
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An Employment Agreement between Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower and Oakland University has been signed by the parties, but is contingent upon approval of the Board of Trustees.  The Employment Agreement was reviewed and approved by the Office of the General Counsel prior to execution, and is in compliance with the law and University policies and regulations and conforms to the legal standards and policies of the Board of Trustees.

Recommendation

    
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees appoint Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower to the position of Dean for the School of Health Sciences and continue his appointment as Professor of Health Sciences with tenure, effective September 15, 2004, at an initial salary of $115,000, in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Employment Agreement between Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower and Oakland University.

Attachment

A. Dr. Kenneth R. Hightower’s curriculum vita.








Submitted to the President








on ______________, 2004 by








______________________________








Virinder K. Moudgil








Vice President for Academic Affairs








and Provost

Recommended on ___________________, 2004,

to the Board for Acceptance

___________________________

Gary D. Russi

President





