
Attachment A

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY                                                                STANDARDS OF SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS

Approved by the Board of Trustees on

August 7, 2002

Oakland University is committed to providing fair and equal access to resources to meet educational costs for students, based upon financial need. To receive federal, state and institutional financial aid at Oakland University, you must meet the academic progress standards outlined in this statement.
Federal regulations require the Financial Aid Office to establish policies to monitor the academic progress of continuing students who apply for and/or receive financial aid at least once a year, after the winter semester. Your complete academic record at Oakland University will be used to determine if you satisfy the progress requirements, regardless of whether or not you received federal financial aid each semester.

These progress standards are applicable to the following programs: 
College Work-Study, Federal Direct Loans, Federal PLUS Loans, Michigan Adult Part-Time Grants, Michigan Competitive Scholarships, Michigan Educational Opportunity Grants, Michigan Work-Study, Oakland University Institutional Scholarships, Oakland University Grant, Pell Grants, Perkins Loans, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants.
Some scholarships have standards stricter than those outlined here. Those standards vary for each scholarship and are explained in the scholarship descriptions.
UNDERGRADUATES

Two criteria must be met in order to determine whether students are meeting the Standards of Satisfactory Academic Progress:

1) Qualitative – Students must maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 at all times.  Students failing to meet the GPA requirement are placed on Financial Aid Warning and are given until the end of the next enrolled semester to satisfactorily meet the academic progress requirement.  Students who choose not to enroll at Oakland University during the warning period will be evaluated as of their next fall or winter enrollment.  Students who fail to achieve the required GPA for two consecutive terms become ineligible for financial aid.  Students who achieve a GPA of 2.0 or above regain eligibility, as long as they also meet the accumulated hours eligibility standards, and may apply for financial aid in their next semester of enrollment.  You cannot receive financial aid retroactively for the academic period in which you reestablish satisfactory academic progress.

Students who lose their eligibility due to a deficient GPA may appeal if special circumstances exist, such as the death of a relative of the student or an injury or illness of the student.  Appeals must be submitted to the Financial Aid Office for consideration.  A deadline for appeal will be provided in the letter notifying students that standards have not been met.

2) Quantitative – 

a. Progress Toward Degree Requirements - Students must be completing courses and making progress toward degree requirements.  Students must complete a minimum of two-thirds (67%) of credit hours attempted.  Students who fail to meet this requirement are placed on Financial Aid Warning and are given until the end of the next enrolled semester to make up the deficiency.  Students who fail to complete at least two-thirds (67%) of attempted credit hours while in their warning semester are no longer eligible to receive financial aid.

Students may regain their financial aid eligibility by successfully completing sufficient credit hours at their own expense to meet the minimum two-thirds (67%) completion requirement.

b.
Maximum Time Frame Expressed as Hours Attempted – The maximum time frame to complete an academic program is 150% of the required program hours in the degree program measured in credit hours attempted.

Students who lose their eligibility due to a quantitative deficiency may appeal and must adhere to the appeals process as stated below.

Withdrawal from a class, repeating courses and incomplete grades:

Students withdrawing from one or more classes during a semester must still complete the number of credits required for each academic year.  If withdrawing causes a deficiency in credits, those credits must be made up before eligibility for aid will be considered.

Students can receive credit for a class only once.  When a class is repeated, it does not increase the total number of credits completed (unless the course was failed in the previous attempt).  Therefore, if any classes are repeated, students should make sure that enough other credits are completed to meet the progress requirement.

If students do not finish a course and receive an I or P grade, a Financial Aid Advisor must be notified when the coursework is complete and a permanent grade received.  No credit is given toward academic progress for incomplete coursework.

Appeals Process

A Financial Aid Appeals Committee will be established to review Satisfactory Academic Progress appeals.  This committee will be comprised of staff from Financial Aid, Academic Advising and the Dean of Students’ Office.  Decisions of the committee are final.  Students will be responsible for providing adequate information to make their situation known to the appeals committee.  Decisions will be made based on the information provided with no subsequent meeting on the part of the committee.

GRADUATE STUDENTS

Qualitative and Quantitative Requirements:

Graduate students must make satisfactory academic progress in their program as determined by the credit and grade point average (GPA) requirements established by their Department and the Graduate Office.  Students dismissed from their program for not meeting Department requirements will become ineligible for financial aid.  Students dismissed from their program but appeal and are approved by the Office of Graduate Study may also appeal for an exception to the financial aid satisfactory academic progress policy and must adhere to the process as stated in the section on appeals.

[Editor's Note: The original policy on this subject was approved by the Board of Trustees on May 16, 1984, and ratified on June 20, 1984. The policy above is a substantial revision of the original policy and is written in a conversational style for ease of under​standing. In approving the policy, the Board directed: "This policy is to be administered in a manner which does not have a disparate effect upon minority enrollment and retention.”]
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