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Oakland University is committed to providing fair and equal access to resources based on financial need to meet the educational costs for students.

Oakland University is committed to providing fair and equal access to resources to meet educational costs for students, based upon financial need.

In order to receive federal, state, and institutional financial aid at Oakland University, you must meet the academic progress standards outlined in this statement. These progress standards are applicable to the following programs.

Pell Grants

Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants

College Work‑Study

National Direct Student Loans

Guaranteed Student Loans/State Direct Student Loans

PLUS (Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students) Loans

Michigan Competitive Scholarships

Michigan Indians Tuition

Oakland University Grant

Oakland University Institutional Scholarships

To receive federal, state and institutional financial aid at Oakland University, you must meet the academic progress standards outlined in this statement.
Federal Regulations require the Financial Aid Office to establish policies to monitor the academic progress of continuing students who apply for and/or receive financial aid at least once a year, after the winter semester. Your complete academic record at Oakland University will be used to determine if you satisfy the progress requirements, regardless of whether or not you received federal financial aid each semester.
These progress standards are applicable to the following programs: 
College Work-Study, Federal Direct Loans, Federal PLUS Loans, Michigan Adult Part-Time Grants, Michigan Competitive Scholarships, Michigan Educational Opportunity Grants, Michigan Work-Study, Oakland University Institutional Scholarships, Oakland University Grant, Pell Grants, Perkins Loans, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants

Some scholarships have standards stricter than those outlined here. Those standards vary for each scholarship and are explained in the scholarship descriptions.
We will use your complete academic record at Oakland University to determine if you satisfy the progress requirements, even if you did not receive financial aid for the entire period. The Financial Aid Office monitors the academic progress of continuing students at least once each year, after the Winter semester.   
1.
STANDARDS THAT DETERMINE ACADEMIC PROGRESS

a.
Undergraduate students pursuing a first bachelors degree

The requirements for satisfactory progress are:

1.
to maintain a cumulative Academic Progress Indicator (API) of 2.0. (If you entered the University in the Fall, 1984, semester or after, you must maintain a cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.0.)

2.
to make progress toward your degree according to the following table. The standard allows full‑time students up to 10 semesters to complete a degree; part‑time students may use 20 semesters. In order to complete your degree within the limit, you must complete a minimum number of credits each academic year (Fall and Winter Semesters)

_____________________________________________________________________

After this number

of academic years
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10  _____________________________________________________________________
Full‑time stu​dents 

must have

completed this

many cumulative

credits

20
42
66
94
124

*Part‑time students 

must have

completed this

many cumulative

credits

10
20
31
42
54
66
80
94
109
124

______________________________________________________________________

*For this purpose, part‑time enrollment is 6 to 11 credits. The Financial Aid Office will monitor the academic progress of students whose enrollments vary between full and part‑time by adjusting the scale accordingly.

The above numbers identify minimum credits to complete, not recommended enrollment. Full‑time status requires you to be enrolled for at least 12 credits per semester; half‑time is at least 6 credits per semester. Please note that following the minimum standard for satisfactory academic progress will not allow you to advance to the next grade level each academic year.

3.
Transfer Students

If you are a transfer student, your starting point on the above scale is determined by the number of credits Oakland University accepts in transfer. For example, if you transferred 62 credits and are a full‑time student, you are a third year student and would need to reach at least 66 credits by the end of the academic year. You should meet the regular standard in following years.

b.
Second Undergraduate Degree and Post Baccalaureate Students

If you enroll full‑time, you must complete at least 24 credits per year. If you enroll half‑time, you must complete at least 12 credits per year. You must also maintain a cumulative API/GPA of at least 2.0.

UNDERGRADUATES

Two criteria must be met in order to determine whether students are meeting the Standards of Satisfactory Academic Progress:

1) Qualitative – Students must maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 at all times.  Students failing to meet the GPA requirement are placed on Financial Aid Warning and are given until the end of the next enrolled semester to satisfactorily meet the academic progress requirement.  Students who choose not to enroll at Oakland University during the warning period will be evaluated as of their next fall or winter enrollment.  Students who fail to achieve the required GPA for two consecutive terms become ineligible for financial aid.  Students who achieve a GPA of 2.0 or above regain eligibility, as long as they also meet the accumulated hours eligibility standards, and may apply for financial aid in their next semester of enrollment.  You cannot receive financial aid retroactively for the academic period in which you reestablish satisfactory academic progress.
Students who lose their eligibility due to a deficient GPA may appeal if special circumstances exist, such as a death of a relative of the student or an injury or illness of the student.  Appeals must be submitted to the Financial Aid Office for consideration.  A deadline for appeal will be provided in the letter notifying students that standards have not been met.

2) Quantitative – 

a. 
Progress Toward Degree requirements - Students must be completing courses and making progress toward degree requirements.  Students must complete a minimum of two-thirds (67%) of credit hours attempted.  Students who fail to meet this requirement are placed on Financial Aid Warning and are given until the end of the next enrolled semester to make up the deficiency.  Students who fail to complete at least two-thirds (67%) of attempted credit hours while in their warning semester are no longer eligible to receive financial aid.

Students may regain their financial aid eligibility by successfully completing sufficient credit hours at their own expense to meet the minimum two-thirds (67%) completion requirement.

b.   
Maximum Time Frame Expressed as Hours Attempted – The maximum time frame to complete an academic program is 150% of the required program hours in the degree program measured in credit hours attempted.

Students who lose their eligibility due to a quantitative deficiency may appeal and must adhere to the appeals process as stated above.

Conditions of the Policy (Undergraduates)

a.
What if I do not complete the required number of credits?

If you do not complete the minimum number of credits according to the above standards, you will be ineligible for financial aid until you make up the deficiency. You may make up credits at your own expense during Spring and Summer sessions. Making up credits during Spring and Summer will allow you to be con​sidered for aid in the Fall.   

Withdrawal from a class, repeating courses and incomplete grades:

Students withdrawing from one or more classes during a semester must still complete the number of credits required for each academic year.  If withdrawing causes a deficiency in credits, those credits must be made up before eligibility for aid will be considered.

b.
How does repeating a class affect academic progress requirements?

You receive credit for a class only once. When you repeat a class, you do not increase your total number of credits completed (unless you failed the course in your previous attempt). Therefore, if you repeat any classes, you should make sure that you are completing enough other credits to meet the progress requirement.  

Students can receive credit for a class only once.  When a class is repeated, it does not increase the total number of credits completed (unless the course was failed in the previous attempt).  Therefore, if any classes are repeated, students should make sure that enough other credits are completed to meet the progress requirement.
c.
How does withdrawing from a class affect academic progress?

If you withdraw from one or more classes during a semester, you must still complete the number of credits required on the above scale for that academic year. If withdrawing causes you to be deficient in credits, you must make up those credits before you can be considered for additional aid.

d.
What if I do not finish a course and I take an I or P grade?

You must notify the Financial Aid Adviser when the course work is complete and you have received a permanent grade. No credit is given toward academic progress for incomplete coursework.

If students do not finish a course and receive an I or P grade, a Financial Aid Advisor must  be notified when the coursework is complete and a permanent grade received.  No credit is given toward academic progress for incomplete coursework.

e.
What if my API/GPA falls below a 2.0?

If your cumulative API/GPA is below 2.0, you may not receive financial aid until you raise your cumulative API/GPA to 2.0. Taking courses during the Spring and Summer may allow you to bring up your API/GPA and receive aid for Fall.

3.
WHAT TO DO IF YOU BECOME INELIGIBLE FOR FINANCIAL AID BECAUSE YOU DID NOT MAKE SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS.

If you become ineligible for aid because you did not make satisfactory progress, you must complete enough credits at your own expense to make up any deficiency.  You may then reapply for financial aid. When your eligibility for aid is reinstated, you will be on financial aid probation.

If unusual circumstances prevent you from meeting the progress requirements, you may make an appeal for an exception accord​ing to the procedures in No. 5. below.

4.
DEFINITION OF FINANCIAL AID PROBATION

Probation means that you must meet prescribed conditions to ensure that you are maintaining satisfactory progress. The conditions of your probation will be outlined in a letter from the Financial Aid Adviser.

When you are on probation, you initially may receive financial aid for one term. If you meet the conditions of probation at the end of the term, you may then request aid for subsequent terms. If you do not meet the conditions, you will not be eligible for aid until you demonstrate that you are making satisfactory academic progress.

5.
REQUESTS FOR EXCEPTIONS AND APPEALS

Under certain circumstances, the Financial Aid Review Committee will grant exceptions for students who have not met the progress standard. If you become ineligible for financial aid because you have failed to make satisfactory academic progress, you may appeal to the financial Aid Review Commit​tee. The committee will review your academic history, evalu​ate your reasons for requesting the exception, and consult your academic adviser in making a decision to grant or deny your request.

If the Financial Aid Review Committee denies your request for an exception, you may appeal to the Dean of Students. The Dean may consult the Financial Aid Review Committee, advisers, counselors, and other persons at the University whose advice would assist in determining the most equitable decision. The Dean of Students' decision is final.  

Appeals Process

A Financial Aid Appeals Committee will be established to review Satisfactory Academic Progress appeals.  This committee will be comprised of staff from Financial Aid, Academic Advising and the Dean of Students’ Office.  Decisions of the committee are final.  Students will be responsible for providing adequate information to make their situation known to the appeals committee.  Decisions will be made based on the information provided with no subsequent meeting on the part of the committee.

Graduate Students
If you enroll full‑time, you must complete at least 16 credits per year. If you enroll half‑time, you must complete at least 8 credits per year. Progress and GPA requirements for graduate students are determined and monitored by the Graduate School.

GRADUATE STUDENTS

Qualitative and Quantitative Requirements:

Graduate students must make satisfactory academic progress in their program as determined by the credit and grade point average (GPA) requirements established by their Department and the Graduate Office.  Students dismissed from their program for not meeting Department requirements will become ineligible for financial aid.  Students dismissed from their program but appeal and are approved by the Office of Graduate Study may also appeal for an exception to the financial aid satisfactory academic progress policy and must adhere to the process as stated in the section on appeals.

[Editor's Note: The original policy on this subject was approved by the Board of Trustees on May 16, 1984, and ratified on June 20, 1984. The policy above is a substantial revision of the original policy and is written in a conversational style for ease of under​standing. In approving the policy, the Board directed: "This policy is to be administered in a manner which does not have a disparate effect upon minority enrollment and retention.”]



Note:  The proposed policy for Standards Of Satisfactory Academic Progress does not simply make changes to the current policy which incorporates a completion scale, but rather proposes that Oakland provide a policy that is easier to explain and for students to understand.  The proposed policy requires that students complete a percentage of any credits attempted and has, therefore, completely been rewritten, and for purposes of clarity, should be considered in its completed form (see attached).
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