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ACCEPTANCE OF MATILDA R. WILSON FUND GIFT
Introduction

This is a recommendation to accept the designated gift of the Matilda R. Wilson Fund for the vital restoration of Meadowbrook Hall that will assist Oakland University to preserve Meadowbrook Hall for the future.  

In 1944 Matilda R. Wilson established the Matilda R. Wilson Fund charitable trust.  In 1957 Alfred G. and Matilda R. Wilson donated $2,000,000 and their 1,500-acre estate including their home, Meadowbrook Hall, to Michigan State University to begin a new college in Oakland County that in 1970 became Oakland University, an independent public institution of higher education.  Meadowbrook Hall, which was built between 1926 and 1929, is showing signs of aging with some building systems failing, and short-term infrastructure improvements are needed immediately to preserve the condition of Meadowbrook Hall and ensure that Meadowbrook Hall remains an architectural, cultural and historic landmark for Oakland University and the community.

The Matilda R. Wilson Fund has offered to make a $7,000,000 designated gift to Oakland University to be used for the short-term infrastructure improvements to Meadowbrook Hall, and the President has executed the attached Matilda R. Wilson Fund Designated Gift Agreement to Renovate Meadowbrook Hall.

The Matilda R. Wilson Fund Designated Gift Agreement to Renovate Meadowbrook Hall was prepared by the Office of the General Counsel and reviewed and approved prior to execution, and is in compliance with the law and University policies and regulations and conforms to the legal standards and policies of the Board of Trustees.

Recommendation


RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees accepts the $7,000,000 designated gift from the Matilda R. Wilson Fund pursuant to the terms and conditions of the attached Matilda R. Wilson Fund Designated Gift Agreement to Renovate Meadowbrook Hall; and, be it also
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RESOLVED, that in recognition of this generous gift, the Matilda R. Wilson Fund will be recognized in the Matilda Wilson Founders Society, Oakland University’s highest donor recognition category.

Previous Board Action

On August 7, 2002, the Board of Trustees amended the Gift Policy: Donor Recognition to include the Matilda Wilson Founder’s Society.

Educational Implications

Meadowbrook Hall is a facility that may be used by University students for period study.  It is also an important piece of Oakland University’s history, and as such, an important facility to use for special student events, as well as special events for the University and the community at large.

Budgetary Implications

This will provide funding for renovations that would not otherwise be possible under current budget restraints.  
Personnel Implications

None
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