Agendum

Oakland University
Board of Trustees Formal Session
April 4, 2007
Bachelor of Arts with a Major in International Relations
A Recommendation
1.
Division and Department:  Academic Affairs, College of Arts and Sciences,

Department of Political Science
2.
Introduction:  The Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) with a major in International Relations (IR) will be housed in the Department of Political Science, which will take primary responsibility for administering the program (including academic advising).  The program also involves participation by departments in the College of Arts and Sciences (History, Modern Languages and Literatures and Philosophy) and in the School of Business Administration (Economics).  In addition to the core courses, students select elective courses in three other disciplines, plus take two years of a foreign language or successfully test at that competency level.  The total credits needed to earn a major in International Relations ranges from 58 to 62, depending on which electives a student chooses and how many language courses will be required.  
Globalization has become a dominant feature of modern life.  Global trends affect virtually all fields and associated decision-making: economic, financial, technological, social, and political.  This social science degree will serve the needs of students who will be entering into the global economy and a world made much smaller by technological and communications advances. 
Students electing this major will take 24-26 credits of core courses, including Introductory IR and Comparative Politics, Research Methods, IR Theory, Microeconomics, and a capstone course, as well as elective credits in Political Science and History, Economics or Philosophy.  A two-year’s equivalent co-requisite language requirement will help prepare students for the global economy and world political arena.
This major is not currently available at the University of Michigan, Eastern Michigan University, Wayne State University or Central Michigan University, except through the James Madison College at Michigan State University.  
3.
Previous Board Action:  None
4.
Budget Implications:  This program is expected to begin to generate modest revenue in its first year, experience modest losses in its second and third years, then stabilize in year four and continue to generate positive revenue thereafter.  See the five-year budget in Attachment A, Proposal, on pages 22 and 23.  Many current resources will be used, i.e., offering existing courses, but a new faculty hire specializing in International Organizations in Year 2 of the program is being proposed.  Nominal funds for advertising and supplies and services have been included in the budget.  The program projects that by Year 5 (steady state), there will be 30 new students and 60 students overall. The program is expected to continue to increase revenues due to incremental student enrollments and support program expenditures. 
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5.
Educational Implications:   The proposed new B.A. with a major in International Relations is consistent with Oakland University’s 2020 Strategic Plan in several areas, including offering a diverse combination of liberal arts and professional education (Strategy A.1), using full-time faculty (Strategy A.3), providing student opportunities to work with faculty mentors (Strategy A.5), offering a diverse cultural and social experience (Strategy C.3), and contributing toward the overall vision of Oakland University in 2020 that emphasizes how well our students will be prepared to lead and serve in the “local and world communities.” 
6.
Personnel Implications:  The new program will require an additional faculty position in Year 2 of program implementation.  Participating departments have dedicated faculty support to deliver required and elective courses to meet degree requirements.  A nominal allotment of $10,000 in each of the first five years has been set aside for part-time faculty; however, this will not likely be needed once the full-time faculty member in Year 2 is hired.
7.
Recommendation:
WHEREAS, the Bachelor of Arts with a major in International Relations is consistent with several objectives contained in Oakland University’s 2020 Strategic Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Bachelor of Arts with a major in International Relations will provide an unmet need in Southeast Michigan; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Department of Political Science, with the participation of the Departments of History, Philosophy, Modern Languages and Literatures, and Economics, to offer a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in International Relations; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in International Relations be reviewed annually by the Provost to determine whether the program should be continued.
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8.
Attachments:  A.  “Proposal for a New Program in International Relations” (with Addenda).
Submitted to the President









on _______________, 2007 by

__________________________

Virinder K. Moudgil 








Vice President for Academic

Affairs and Provost

Recommended on ____________, 2007
to the Board for approval by

________________________________
Gary D. Russi

President
