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Summary:  The Meadow Brook Theatre Ensemble (MBTE) and the Theatre Program of the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance (MTD) at Oakland University continue to collaborate.  Areas of cooperation and future planning have brought many opportunities to current and former students of the department.  Below are some examples of the involvement of the faculty, staff and students from MTD since last year’s status report.

Faculty- Full Time

The following faculty members have worked on productions:

Kerro Knox, Associate Professor of Theatre, designs lights for the main stage production of And Then They Came for Me.
Greg Patterson, Associate Professor of Dance, choreographed A Christmas Carol.

Karen Sheridan, Associate Professor of Theatre, coached the dialects for A Christmas Carol and Driving Miss Daisy, and directs the main stage production of And Then They Came for Me.

Faculty – Adjunct

The following faculty members have worked on productions:

Milica Govich will be seen in And Then They Came for Me.

Lynnae Lehfeldt, seen in Talking with…, A Christmas Carol and the upcoming Romeo and Juliet.

Leslie Littell, Special Lecturer, designed costumes for Private Lives.

Tom Mahard, seen in A Christmas Carol and the upcoming Romeo and Juliet.

John M. Manfredi, seen in A Christmas Carol, directed Driving Miss Daisy, will direct And the World Goes ‘Round and choreograph fights for Romeo and Juliet.
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Staff

Tom Aston, retired MTD staff, is designing the scenery for And Then They Came for Me.
Students

The following students (including some former students) have appeared on the MBTE stage:

Joe Baldiga, fight core in Romeo and Juliet.

Harry Carlson, Huckabee in The Fantasticks.

Theresa Catalfio, ensemble in A Christmas Carol.

Phill Harmer, Paris in Romeo and Juliet, Mortimer and fight captain in The Fantasticks, Christmas Future and assistant choral director in A Christmas Carol and assistant fight director/fight captain for the upcoming Romeo and Juliet.

Matt Omans, Friar John/Servant and fight core in Romeo and Juliet

Matt Smith, ensemble in A Christmas Carol.

Drew Starr, Servant/Apothecary in Romeo and Juliet.

Travis Walter, Fred in A Christmas Carol, Benvolio in Romeo and Juliet.

In the past year, the following current and former students have worked on MBTE productions.  Some have worked with the theatre’s resident lighting designer, some with the scenic artist and some worked backstage during performances.

Lauren Bone
Lance Mier

Jamie Clausius
Janette Poerstel

Jenny Day
Amy Thompson

Holly Lloyd  (alum)
Steve Webb

Stefan Mantyk

Brent Wrobel, MTD Technical Director and four students worked the load-in of the Christmas Carol set.

Eight current students and one OU alum work as ushers at Meadow Brook Theatre.
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MBTE offers a free Dark Night series (when the current production is not scheduled to perform) entitled the Edge of the Brook.   The entire front of house staff for these Monday evening performances of theatre and music are managed and run by MTD students.   This year, featured acts from MTD included:

The Pendergrass Fortune or Liars and Money-grubbers— by Travis Walter featuring Travis Walter, Matt Omans and Jason Beaubien was performed in May.
Am I Blue?— a Student-directed Project (THA 407) directed by Jenny Day was performed in October.

Crazy Eights— the eight Directing II students’ (and their 25 actors) one-act plays were performed in December (THA 406).

Radio Ball— a new play read in Heartlande Theatre Company’s play-reading series featuring Eric Orive and Matt Omans was performed in January on the MBTE stage.

Former MTD students who designed at MBTE:

Brian Dambacher, scenic design for Private Lives.

John Woudstra, lighting design for Art.
The following are former MTD students who are employees of MBTE:

Brian Dambacher, Technical Director/ Production Manager

Karlie Driscoll, Intern

Tim Kennedy, Sound Operator (A Christmas Carol)

Travis Walter, Group Sales Assistant

Sarah Warren, Equity Stage Manager (A Christmas Carol)

John Woudstra, Part-time Staff

Meadow Brook Theatre Staff

The following are MBTE members who have taught courses for the department:

Terry Carpenter, Stage Manager is teaching Stage Management (THA 330)

Julia Beeding, Scenic Artist taught Scene Painting (THA 470)

John Manfredi, Managing Director taught Stage Combat I (THA 216) and is teaching Stage Combat II (THA 480)
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Loren Bass and Tim Jacobs are professional guest artists in The White Rose.

The MBTE staff has generously assisted with the following: 

David Regal, MBTE Artistic Director is directing The White Rose for the MTD theatre program.

Reid Johnson, MBTE’s Master Electrician is designing lights for The White Rose.

Jason Fogarty, MBTE Master Carpenter is designing scenery for The White Rose.

The cast of Golf, the musical spoke to MTD students in Varner Hall about professional work and working in New York.

MBTE held a master class with Kitty Dubin’s Playwriting class 

(Eng 300/THA 340) regarding Driving Miss Daisy. 

MBTE carpenters have given workshops to students in rigging, welding and cutting.

Brian Kessler helped build platforms for The Mikado.

Kevin Kennedy helped focus lights for The Mikado.

Some properties were loaned to MTD for She Stoops to Conquer and The Mikado.
Costume pieces were loaned to MTD for She Stoops to Conquer.

On-going Relationships

Terry Carpenter, Stage Manager, attends MTD’s weekly Theatre Area meetings.

Brian Dambacher, Technical Director/Production Manager and Brent Wrobel, MTD Technical Director, are in communication on a daily basis about scene shop schedules, and constantly pick up materials for each other if they are going to certain vendors.

MBTE and MTD share the scene shop, tools (not consumables), vehicles, etc.
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MTD uses MBTE’s platform stock for their productions.

MTD lent MBTE a projector for an Edge of the Brook performance.

MBTE uses the MTD plotter in exchange for the years MTD used MBTE’s plotter.

MBTE paid to have MTD’s welder serviced, as they use it frequently.  

The MBTE Box Office staff forwards inquiries about MTD productions and displays the MTD season brochure in their lobby.

There is still a student discount for MBTE tickets.

Aaron Hill, an MTD student, is getting Theatre Ensemble (THA 220) credit for working in the scene shop.

Terry Carpenter holds his stage management class in the MBTE rehearsal room.

Students from MTD are hired as over-hire to help build MBTE productions.

Students from MTD work load-in and strike for MBTE productions.

MBTE lets the department use one of their offices for MTD adjunct faculty Tom Mahard and Lynnae Lehfeldt.

MBTE loaned their man-lift to Paul Franklin in the Center for Student Activities this month.
The Flicks Cinema— is MBTE’s new partnership with OU’s Student Affairs, showing films that integrate entertainment with academic purpose on Tuesday nights in Meadow Brook Theatre.  Professor Sherman Folland, adviser.

Remembering so we won’t forget

The most exciting collaboration is the current one that began in discussions last year.  In March, MTD and MBTE will open two related productions, which have generated a number of other academic events on campus.  MBTE invited Associate Professor Karen Sheridan to direct And Then They Came for Me at Meadow Brook Theatre.  MTD, in turn, invited Artistic Director David Regal to direct The White Rose in Varner Studio Theatre.  Through a generous grant from the Judd family, Oakland University has invited the main character from the 
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Meadow Brook play, Holocaust survivor Eva Schloss, to our campus to speak to audiences from March 19-27, 2005.  Three panel discussions organized by Professor  Barbara Mabee, a concert arranged by Professor Sheridan and a dinner and reception organized by Julie Lichtenberg in the CAS development office combine with the two plays to develop new audiences for the theatres and the university.  As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, the Theatre program and the Ensemble are proud to be the centerpieces of this month-long, campus-wide focus.

Future Plans

As both MBTE and the MTD Theatre program are in the midst of rehearsals and preparations for their productions, they have not yet begun their discussions about next season.  By the beginning of April, both productions will be open and the theatres will be able to access their efforts and begin their plans for next season.
Financial Status

As of February 11, 2005, Oakland University has received $41,123 in lease revenue from the Theatre Ensemble.  Total lease revenue for the year is projected to be $72,000.  University costs for utilities and insurance are expected to total $41,000 for the year.  

Oakland University still maintains the structural buildings that house MBTE, as they did while operating the Theatre.  Per the agreement, the Ensemble is responsible for general maintenance and repair of the facilities.  

While much depends on the continuing success of the Theatre Ensemble, projected annual net revenues for the University should approximate $25,000 - $30,000 in subsequent years.
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