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Summary:  The Meadow Brook Theatre Ensemble (MBTE) and the Theatre Program of the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance (MTD) at Oakland University (University) continue to collaborate.  Areas of cooperation and future planning have brought many opportunities to current and former students of the department.  Below are some examples of the involvement of the faculty, staff and students from MTD since last year’s status report.

Faculty- Full Time

The following faculty members have worked on productions:

Greg Patterson, Associate Professor of Dance, choreographed A Christmas Carol.

Karen Sheridan, Associate Professor of Theatre, coached the dialects for Steel Magnolias.
Brent Wrobel, MTD Technical Director, will design the set for You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.
Faculty – Adjunct

The following faculty members have worked on productions:

Lynnae Lehfeldt, coached the dialects for A Christmas Carol.

Leslie Littell, Special Lecturer, designed costumes for Steel Magnolias.

Tom Mahard, was seen in A Christmas Carol and will be seen in the upcoming Devour the Snow.

John M. Manfredi, was seen in The Rocky Horror Show, directed No Way to Treat a Lady, Syncopation, co-directed The Rocky Horror Show and will direct 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream at MBT. 

Terry Carpenter, is the MBTE resident stage manager and directed 

A Christmas Carol and co-directed The Rocky Horror Show.
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Students

The following students (including some former students) have appeared 

on the MBTE stage:

Phill Harmer, played Christmas Future and was Assistant Choral Director in 

A Christmas Carol.
Travis Walter, played Fred and was the Dance Captain for A Christmas Carol.

Anne O’Brien, played a Londoner and Caroler in A Christmas Carol.

Caitlin Burke, played various roles in A Christmas Carol, was Assistant Musical Director and the female understudy for No Way to Treat a Lady.

Joey Bybee will be appearing in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.
Catherine Lutz will be appearing in You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.

In the past year, the following current and former students have worked on MBTE productions.  Some have worked with the Meadow Brook Theatre (MBT) resident lighting designer, some with the scenic artist and some worked backstage during performances.

Adam Barnowski
Stefan Mantyk


Andrea L. Smith


Lauren Bone
Lance Mier


Amy Thompson


Jamie Clausius
Steve O’Brien

Jenny Day
Janette Poerstel

Aaron Hill
Elizabeth Reckinger Schoen

Holly Lloyd  
Caitlin Reid
A number of students and MTD Technical Director Brent Wrobel worked the load-in of the A Christmas Carol set. 
Steve Webb is now a full-time stage technician at MBT earning his IATSE union card (International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees).
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Jamie Clausius is now a Stage Management intern at MBT and will stage manage the outreach production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, receiving her Equity union card (Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional actors and stage managers).

Ten current students and two University alum work as Ushers and House Managers at MBT.

The T. Andrew Aston Edge of the Brook Series.  MBTE offers a free Dark Night series (when the current production is not scheduled to perform).  It has been renamed to pay tribute to the efforts and talents of Tom Aston, former MTD staff member and MBT designer.  Tom died suddenly in June of 2005.  The entire front of house staff for these Monday evening performances of theatre and music are managed and run by MTD students.  This year, theatre adjunct faculty Kitty Dubin’s Advanced Playwriting class (THA 340/ENG 308) did readings from their works in the series. 

Former MTD students who designed at MBTE:

Brian Dambacher, scenic design for Syncopation and the upcoming Devour the Snow.

John Woudstra, did the lighting design for Steel Magnolias.
The following are former or current MTD students who are either full or part-time employees of MBTE:

Jamie Clausius, Equity Stage Manager (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Brian Dambacher, Technical Director

Jenny Day, wardrobe

Karlie Driscoll, intern

Jessica Pence, wig mistress (Steel Magnolias)

Travis Walter, Group Sales Assistant/development team

Steve Webb, stage technician

John Woudstra, part-time staff

Meadow Brook Theatre Staff

The following are MBTE members who have taught courses for the department:

Terry Carpenter, Stage Manager is teaching Stage Management (THA 330).
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John Manfredi, Managing Director is teaching Stage Combat II (THA 480) and will teach Stage Combat I (THA 216).

The MBTE staff has generously assisted with the following: 

MBTE shop was instrumental in the construction including welding work for Urinetown.

MBTE loaned the department costume storage units for Urinetown’s move to the regional American College Theatre Festival at Illinois State University.

Some properties were loaned to MTD for Urinetown and The Waiting Room.
On-going Relationships

Terry Carpenter, Stage Manager, attends MTD’s weekly Theatre Program meetings.

Brian Dambacher, MBTE Technical Director and Brent Wrobel, MTD Technical Director are in communication on a daily basis about scene shop schedules and constantly pick up materials for each other if they are going to certain vendors.

MBTE and MTD share the scene shop, tools (not consumables), vehicles, etc.

MTD uses MBTE’s platform stock for their productions.

MBTE uses the MTD plotter in exchange for the years that MTD used MBTE’s plotter. 

MBTE uses the MTD aerial work platform (Genie). 

The MBTE Box Office staff forwards inquiries about MTD productions and displays the MTD season brochure in their lobby.

MBT is significantly highlighted as a departmental asset on MTD posters and recruitment advertising.

There is still a student discount for MBTE tickets.

Terry Carpenter holds his stage management class in the MBTE rehearsal room.

Students from MTD are hired as over-hire to help build MBTE productions.

Meadow Brook Theatre Ensemble Status Report

Oakland University
Board of Trustees Working Session

March 1, 2006

Page 5
Students from MTD work load-in and strike for MBTE productions.

MBTE have made their man-lift available to Paul Franklin in the Center for Student Activities.
The Flicks Cinema 

The Flicks Cinema is MBTE’s new partnership with the Student Affairs Division, showing films that integrate entertainment with academic purpose on Tuesday nights in MBT.  Professor Sherman Folland is the partnership advisor.
Remembering so we won’t forget

In March of 2005, MTD and MBTE opened two related productions, which generated a number of other academic events on campus.  Through a generous grant from the Judd family, the University invited the main character from the MBT play, Holocaust survivor Eva Schloss, to our campus to speak to audiences from March 19-27, 2005.  Three panel discussions were organized by Professor Barbara Mabee, a concert was arranged by Professor Sheridan, and a dinner and reception was organized by Julie Lichtenberg in the College of Arts and Sciences’ development office, combined with the two plays, to develop new audiences for the theatres and the University.  As the world celebrated the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, MTD and MBTE were proud to be the centerpieces of a month-long, campus-wide focus.

And Then They Came for Me, MBT
Karen Sheridan, Associate Professor of Theatre, director

T. Andrew Aston, retired MTD staff member, scenic designer

Kerro Knox, Associate Professor of Theatre, lighting designer

The White Rose, Varner Studio Theatre

David Regal, MBTE Artistic Director, director

Jason Fogarty, MBTE Master Carpenter, scenic designer

Reid Johnson, MBTE Master Electrician, lighting designer

Loren Bass, Equity guest artist

Tim Jacobs, Equity guest artist

6 student actors
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Financial Status

As of February 1, 2006, the University has received $39,391 in lease revenue for the current fiscal year from the MBTE.  Total lease revenue for the year is projected to be 
$72,000.  University costs for utilities and insurance are expected to total $43,000 for the year.

For the first two complete seasons since the inception of the lease in 2003, the University has recognized $62,000 net revenues from the lease. 

The University still maintains the structural buildings that house MBTE, as they did while operating MBT.  Per the agreement, MBTE is responsible for general maintenance and repair of the facilities.  

While much depends on the continuing success of MBTE, projected annual net revenues for the University should approximate $25,000 - $30,000 in subsequent years.
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