Meadow Brook Hall

Oakland University

Description of Program

Meadow Brook Hall is the former residence of Oakland University founders Matilda Dodge Wilson, widow of automobile pioneer John Dodge, and her second husband lumber broker Alfred Wilson.  This Tudor-revival style mansion, carefully preserved with original furnishings and art, is a significant example of the lifestyles and era of the industrialists of the early 20th century, as a document of the lives of some of Michigan’s most important citizens, and as perhaps the country’s finest example of Tudor-revival style architecture.  The original objects and archival materials in the vast collections are additionally instructive of their individual makers and cultural contexts.  Opened to the public in 1971, Meadow Brook Hall has grown to be a destination for close to 100,000 visitors each year.

An aggressive schedule of public programs has been instituted and designed to appeal to a broad audience.  The response has been overwhelming at times as most programs “sell out” well in advance.  Meadow Brook Hall continues to utilize public relations activities in lieu of paid advertising to market its programs and facility rental services.  

Meadow Brook Hall collaborates with OU academic departments, such as the Department of Art and Art History, to create highly unique educational opportunities for students and produce engaging public programs.  The Hall involves students as interns, research assistants, part-time staff, docents, volunteers, and students of museum studies and special projects. 

Key Performance Indicators
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	Facility Rental Income
	$
	1,932,000
	$
	1,371,035
	$
	1,277,059
	$
	1,865,766

	Contributions
	$
	148,908
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	44,101
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	105,646
	$
	139,118


