Master of Public Administration

Applicants to the MPA Program must complete the following essay to be
submitted with the graduate admissions application. Include your name,
address, and day & evening phone numbers on ALL pages of your essay.

Write an essay explaining your reasons for applying to the MPA program
including your career goals and any past experiences that may be important.

Essay should be a maximum of 500 words long and should be clearly and concisely written in
12-point standard font, double spaced.

Completed essays should be uploaded to your application or sent by mail to:

Office of Graduate Admissions
O’Dowd Hall, Room 520

586 Pioneer Drive

Rochester, MI 48309-4401

The Master of Public Administration Program at Oakland University is accredited by the National
Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Admissions (NASPAA), the national accrediting body for
MPA programs.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Master of Public Administration Program at Oakland University advances excellence in
public and non-governmental management through strengthening the leadership capacity,
problem-solving skills, public service values, and community engagement of current and
aspiring public and non-governmental executives. The program is designed to deliver
outstanding service to our students, the university community, and the public at large.

DIVERSITY PHILOSOPHY
Oakland University’s Master of Public Administration Program is committed to creating a

welcoming environment for all students, faculty, and staff. We will work to inculcate an awareness
of the value of diversity and to impart the ability to interact respectfully and productively with all
stakeholders, regardless of race, ethnicity, sex, class, nationality, religion, sexual orientation,
disability, age, and/or veteran status.



