
 

We hope you enjoyed a very happy Thanksgiving! At this time of year, our 

thoughts often turn to the grateful acknowledgment of that which we hold 

most dear: family, friends and good health. The entire OU community is 

thankful for the continued friendship and support of our retired faculty and 

staff. Check out the latest campus news and calendar of events!  

 

Group Lunches 

 

The group meets the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 1:00 p.m. at Nick’s 

Country Oven in Rochester (Adams and Silverbell). These lunches are very 

casual, so please stop by when your schedule permits. 

 

Golden Opportunity  

 

Do you have a great idea for a future Pioneer Club event? The planning 

committee needs your help! The group meets on a monthly basis to discuss 

campus happenings as well as organize activities for Pioneer Club members. If 

you are interested in joining the planning committee or would like more 

information, email oupioneerclub@oakland.edu or call (248) 370-4325. 

 

All-University Fund Drive 

 

It’s not too late to make a contribution to the All-University Fund Drive 

(AUFD). With the theme “Your Gift Opens Doors,” the OU community kicked 

off this year’s campaign in October.  

http://www.oakland.edu/newsatou
http://wwwp.oakland.edu/calendar
mailto:oupioneerclub@oakland.edu


  

University employees and retirees can “open doors” at Oakland and beyond 

by directing gifts to the program of their choice, or making a gift to the area 

of greatest need, the OU Fund. Donors can also create a named scholarship 

with a contribution starting at just $1,000. 

 

OU President George W. Hynd will match every employee and retiree gift by 

50%, up to a $2,500 match. 

 

This year’s AUFD co-chairs include Robert Gaylor, retired Associate Professor, 

Kresge Library and Pat Nicosia, retired Director of Budget and Financial 

Planning. 

 

The drive runs through Friday, Dec. 9th and aims to raise more than $475,000. 

 

For more information regarding the AUFD, or to make a gift, visit the AUFD 

website at isupportOU.com/AUFD or contact Annual Giving at (248) 370-

4504 or giving@oakland.edu. 

 

 

Newsworthy 

 

Earlier this fall the Michigan House of Representatives passed a resolution, 

which declared November 4, 2016 as Matilda R. Dodge Wilson Day in the 

state of Michigan. Click here to read the inspiring story of Oakland’s generous 

benefactress that led to this special day of recognition. 

 

Remarkable Rankings 

 

http://www.isupportou.com/AUFD
mailto:giving@oakland.edu
http://wwwp.oakland.edu/newsatou/news/2016/fall/nov-4-recognized-as-matilda-r-dodge-wilson-day


College resource website College Choice, ranked OU at No. 7 on the 50 Safest 

Large (15,000 or more students) Colleges and Universities in America list. To 

find out more, click here. 

 

OU recently ranked as one of the state’s top LGBTQ-inclusive campuses by 

the Campus Pride Index. In fact, OU received the 2nd highest ranking in 

Michigan. Click here to read the full story. 

 

Campus Update 

 

OU’s Board of Trustees recently announced a plan for the presidential search 

and created an Ad Hoc Presidential Search Committee, which hopes to make 

a decision on the next president by June 2017. For more information, click 

here. 

 

Pioneer Profile 

 

By Gerry Coon 

 

 

 

Gerry Palmer Coon served as administrative assistant and adjunct faculty 

member in the School of Education and Human Services from 1971 to 

1991. She retired after eleven years as co-editor of Rochester OPC's (Older 

Persons’ Commission) quarterly publication, Vintage Views, and is a member 

of the Pioneer Club.  

 

Pioneer Profile is a feature that appears monthly in the Pioneer Club 

eNewsletter. If you are interested in being profiled or sharing suggestions on 

fellow retirees to showcase, please provide your contact information and 

details to us at oupioneerclub@oakland.edu.  

http://www.oakland.edu/ewsatou/news/2016/fall/oakland-university-ranked-7th-safest-among-large-colleges-and-universities
http://wwwp.oakland.edu/newsatou/news/2016/fall/oakland-university-ranks-as-one-of-states-top-lgbtq-inclusive-campuses
http://www.oakland.edu/bot/news/2016/board-of-trustees-announces-presidential-search-plan-and-committee
http://www.oakland.edu/bot/news/2016/board-of-trustees-announces-presidential-search-plan-and-committee
mailto:oupioneerclub@oakland.edu


 

Upcoming Events 

 

A Christmas Carol 

Now through December 23rd  

Meadow Brook Theatre 

Click here for more info! 

 

Bare: A Pop Opera 

Monday, November 28th, 8:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

Varner Recital Hall 

All seats $8 

Click here for more info! 

 

Oakland University Chamber Orchestra 

Tuesday, November 29th, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

University Presbyterian Church (1385 S. Adams Rd. in Rochester Hills) 

All seats $8 

Click here for more info! 

 

Art, Book & Gift Fair 

Wednesday, November 30th, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Oakland Center 

Complimentary 

Click here for more info! 

 

Oakland Dance Theatre and OU Repertory Dance Company 

Saturday, December 3rd, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Varner Recital Hall 

Tickets $14 

Click here for more info! 

http://www.ticketmaster.com/Meadow-Brook-Theatre-tickets-Rochester/venue/65583
http://wwwp.oakland.edu/mtd/events/2016/112816-bare-a-pop-opera
http://wwwp.oakland.edu/mtd/events/2016/11292016-oakland-university-chamber-orchestra
http://wwwp.oakland.edu/calendar/events/2016/113016-art-book-and-gift-fair
http://wwwp.oakland.edu/mtd/events/2016/120316-oakland-dance-theatre-and-ou-repertory-dance-company


 

OU Jazz at Cliff Bell’s Jazz Club 

Sunday, December 4th, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Cliff Bell’s (2030 Park Ave. in Detroit) 

Complimentary 

 

Alice 

Monday, December 5th, 8:00 - 11:00 p.m.  

Varner Studio Theatre 

All seats $8 

Click here for more info! 

 

OU Community Night - Holiday Walk Tour 

Tuesday, December 20th, 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Meadow Brook Hall 

Tickets $12 

Click here for more info! 

 

About the Pioneer Club 

 

The purpose of the Oakland University Pioneer Club is to provide social and 

educational opportunities to OU retirees and their spouses. It is our hope that 

this group will serve as a way for you to reconnect with former colleagues as 

well as maintain a relationship with OU. As a retiree, you remain a valued 

member of the University community. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wwwp.oakland.edu/mtd/events/2016/120516-alice
http://www.meadowbrookhall.org/programs/holiday-walk/ou-community-night/

