
                   Meeting Minutes  

Oakland University Student Congress 
Thomas-Engnell Administration 

Oakland Room, Oakland Center 
Monday, December 5th, 2016 

4:00 P.M. 
I. Call to Order 

• The meeting was called to order on Monday, December 5th, 2016 at 4:20pm 

II. Pledge of Allegiance  

III. Roll Call  

• Legislator Church, present and voting  

• Legislator Fox, present and voting  

• Legislator Harris, present and voting  

• Legislator Kleinschmidt, present and voting  

• Legislator Kubinski, present and voting  

• Legislator Mabrouk, not present  

• Legislator Nasry, present and voting  

• Legislator Poppe, present and voting  

• Legislator Rourke, present and voting  

• Legislator Sanders, present and voting  

• Legislator Seeger, present and voting  

• Legislator Thompson, present and voting  

• Legislator Walton, present and voting  

• Legislator Hubbard, present and voting   

• Legislator Jagtap, present and voting  

• Legislator Rafidi, present and voting  

• Legislator Mennis, present and voting  

• We had quorum 

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes from November 28th, 2016  

• Steering Chair Nasry opened the floor to additions, subtractions, and amendments 

from the November 28th, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

• There were no changes to the Meeting Minutes from November 28th, 2016 

• Show of Hands Vote  

• The November 28th, 2016 Meeting Minutes were unanimously approved  

V. Comments from the Gallery 

• There were no Comments from the Gallery 

VI. No Guest Speaker   

VII. Old Business  

A. Fall 2016 Financial Report, Adam George  

• Mr. George was not present, so President Thomas spoke on his behalf 

• President Thomas said that Mr. George and he have refined and updated some 

of the figures showcased on this Financial Report, since the last meeting. 

Thus, according to this report, there is as estimated carryover figure 

$60,722.07.  



• President Thomas opened the floor to questions regarding the Financial 

Report  

• There were no questions pertaining to the Financial Report  

B. Thomas-Engnell Winter 2017 Budget, Zack Thomas  

• Budget Overview:  

• Fall 2016 Carryover: $60,722.07 

• SAF Allocation: $74,500 

• Estimated Total Winter 2017 funds: $135,222.07 

• Minimum Balance: $5,000 

• Estimated Winter 2017 Available Funds: $130,222.07 

• Executive Board Compensation: President Thomas said that the only change 

in compensation from the last meeting is regarding his hours, which is 

changing from zero hours a week, to five hours a week, due to a personal 

financial situation. However, he assured that this will not impact his 

performance and he will still meet, and exceed, the expectations of the job as 

outlined in the Bylaws and Constitution. Furthermore, in terms of the rest of 

the other E-Board and appointed agents compensation, the hours are the same 

as the ones in the fall semester.   

• Legislator Church inquired about the percentage of total funds that is being 

allocated towards E-Board compensation. 

• President Thomas replied to Legislator Church, saying that 22.5% of the 

OUSC fund is being allocated towards E-Board compensation for the 

winter 2017 semester. He continued onward to remind the Student 

Congress that this is the percentage being allocated, but this does not 

mean that this amount will be spent in full. 

• Legislator Kubinski inquired as to if President Thomas’ financial situation 

changes and he is not able to be compensated for OUSC, if the money 

would be returned into uncategorized funds. 

• President Thomas replied to Legislator Kubinski, saying, that in the 

event that he is not able to be compensated, a bill would be written to 

remove the funds from his E-Board compensation line item, back into 

uncategorized funds.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions  

• There were no further questions  

• President and Vice President Budget: President Thomas said that $1,500 is 

budgeted for the Presidential and Vice Presidential Discretionary, which is the 

same figure as it was in the fall. This discretionary fund is to be accessed 

when both Vice President Engnell and he deems necessary, thus allowing the 

fund to serve as an extra safety net. The next line item is the winter 2017 

Readership Program, which has been allocated $2,500. Instead of continuing 

onward with the physical newspapers, however, we are looking at 

collaborating with WXOU and the Oakland Post, in order to provide students 

with the USA Today’s Buzz app. This transition wouldn’t change the services 

of the Readership Program, but rather, change the methods of getting those 

services to the students. Additionally, this app would allow the Oakland Post 



to provide a digital copy of their newspaper, as well as allow WXOU to 

stream their music and shows. Thus, from January to April, this app would be 

going on a test run and then the next administration can determine its 

effectiveness and determine whether or not to continue utilizing the app. 

Furthermore, $1,000 was budgeted for the State of the University Address and 

$700 was budgeted for the Campus-Wide Open Forum, both of which he is 

required to do, by the Constitution. This cost will include food and marketing 

materials needed for the event. The University Town Hall is an initiative that 

Vice President Engnell has been working diligently on organizing. This event 

entails President Hynd hosting an open forum in Fireside Lounge, allowing 

for students to express any concerns or questions that they have regarding the 

university. This gives a total budget of $6,400.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to questions regarding the Presidential 

and Vice Presidential Budget  

• There were no questions    

• Administrative Assistant Budget: President Thomas said $6,000 was allocated 

for Operational Expenditures, which includes the Scantron Program ($3,000), 

Office Maintenance ($2,000) and Copier Maintenance ($1,000). Furthermore, 

$500 was budgeted for an OUSC Banquet, which will take place at the end of 

the semester, and serve as a celebration of a successful administration and 

year. Exam Cram was allocated $2,650, which is the same amount budgeted 

as last semester. Additionally, $3,200 was allocated for the OUSC Election 

Season, which will include the cost of food and marketing materials at each 

election event. Finally, $100 was allocated for the SAFAC Winter Open 

House. This gives a total budget of $12,450.  

•  Legislator Fox inquired as to whether we have enough Scantrons for the 

Exam Crams that are taking place this semester.  

• Ms. Walukonis replied to Legislator Fox, saying that the answer is 

ambiguous because it depends on the turnout of the event. She continued 

onward to say that there are four packs of red Scantrons and 5 packs of 

Scantrons, with each pack containing 500 Scantrons, in the office 

currently.  

• President Thomas inquired as to whether Scantrons have already been 

purchased specifically for Exam Cram, or if we’re waiting for an order to 

arrive. 

• Ms. Walukonis replied to President Thomas, saying that Scantrons have 

already been purchased and received, specifically for Exam Cram. 

However, the Scantrons for Exam Cram are currently being distributed 

in the office, since the office supply of Scantrons has been depleted.  

• President Thomas said that more Scantrons can be purchased at the 

bookstore via the Presidential and Vice Presidential Budget.  

• Legislator Fox said, “I was going to motion to add $500 to the budget for 

Scantrons, but you’re certain that you’re going to be using Presidential and 

Vice Presidential Discretionary?” 



• President Thomas replied to Legislator Fox, saying, “We’re going to use 

the Presidential and Vice Presidential Discretionary to order a sufficient 

number of Scantrons for Exam Cram.” 

• Legislator Kubinski said that through her previous experiences with Exam 

Cram, this amount of Scantrons should be sufficient. She continued onward 

to say that “we cannot add money into the budget right now for something 

this semester. We can only do that for next semester, so I think that’s what 

[Legislator Fox was] trying to say.”  

• Legislator Fox said, “I wanted to add more to the budget, so that we 

wouldn’t run into a problem next semester.” 

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions regarding the 

Administrative Assistant Budget  

• There were no further questions  

• Environmental, Health and Wellness Director Budget: Ms. Mishack said that 

she budgeted $2,800 for Sanitation Stations, which will be utilized to purchase 

12 stations, as well as the hand sanitizer and tissues for the stations 

themselves. Furthermore, $1,100 is budgeted for Mental Health Initiatives. 

Originally, she wanted to have a stress free zone in the Oakland Center. 

However, due the expansion, it is ambiguous as to whether this stress free 

zone can become a reality. Therefore, she will be getting informational 

pamphlets about Graham Health Center and the services that they offer for 

mental health. Additionally, $1,500 is budgeted for the Pontiac School Health 

initiative, in which she wants to either build garden beds at some of the 

Pontiac schools or doing an offshoot of the Student Organic Farm here, on 

campus, in which the students would have specific garden beds here. She 

would also like to do little seminars or activities about teaching the children 

about nutrition and other health-related topics. With her discretionary fund, 

she is planning to purchase posters and prizes for the smoking campaign 

($800 has been allocated to this line item). Additionally, $600 has been 

allocated towards committee marketing and promotional materials. This gives 

a total budget of $6,800.        

• Ms. Polsinelli left the meeting at 4:41pm  

• Legislator Kubinski said that Ms. Mishack has done a wonderful job on her 

budget, including her budget for this current semester, as well. She 

continued onward to say that she is excited for the Pontiac School Health 

Initiative.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions regarding the 

Environmental, Health and Wellness Director Budget 

• There were no further questions or comments  

• Student Services Director Budget: Ms. Merogi said that the Legislator 

Initiative Fund has been increased to $1,000. Also, $4,500 has been allocated 

for 911 Shield. Although President Thomas and she doesn’t know for certain 

if this money will be utilized this semester for 911 Shield, she feels that it’s 

important to budget the money and be safe, so that we could potentially prove 

students with this service in the upcoming semester. She continued onward to 

say that she wasn’t able to find a co-sponsor for the Feminine Products 



Initiative, so this fund increased by $800, giving a total of $1,800. 

Furthermore, $1,150 has been allocated for It’s On Us/Sexual Assault 

Awareness, $350 has been allocated for Student of the Month, $1,000 has 

been allocated for Text Suggestion Number Promotional Items, and $2,000 

has been allocated for the Technology Rental Initiative, in which students will 

be able to rent iClickers and calculators. This gives a total budget of $11,800.   

• President Thomas opened the floor to questions regarding the Student 

Services Director Budget  

• Legislator Kubinski inquired to how much money we spent utilizing 

Companion. 

• Ms. Merogi replied to Legislator Kubinski, saying, “Nothing.” 

• Legislator Kubinski said, “I’m open to any safety app that’s going to 

protect our students, so I just want to know exactly what benefits we get 

with the new app, the 911 Shield app that is going to be $4,500, rather than 

going with the free one.” 

• President Thomas said that there are several benefits with this new app 

and that we intend on collaborating with Oakland University Police 

Department when integrating and utilizing this app. The 911 Shield app, 

when one first joins, has one provide some general medical information, 

including allergies and other personal information, as well as a picture. 

One can provide as much information as one feels comfortable with, so 

medical information and a pictures isn’t required in order to create an 

account and utilize the app. Thus, when one presses the emergency 

button, this information will be communicated to the administrative side 

at the Oakland University Police Department. In this way, OUPD can 

see who someone is, what someone looks like, and have necessary 

information that could potentially save a life. Furthermore, there’s an 

internal positioning system, which uses the Wi-Fi in buildings to 

determine one’s precise location. In this way, it will notify the OUPD 

dispatcher exactly where an individual is located in a building. 

Additionally, 911 Shield can do peer-to-peer navigation/safe 

walking/camera escorts. Essentially, there is a wide array of 

customization that goes into the app, which can provide either more or 

less safety features.  

• Legislator Kubinski inquired as to whether it’s required to provide medical 

information, in order to create an account for the app. 

• President Thomas replied to Legislator Kubinski, saying that it’s not 

required to provide medical information and that one can continue to use 

the app by just providing his/her name. 

• Legislator Kubinski inquired if we have communicated with OUPD 

regarding 911 Shield because she would like to get a professional opinion 

about the app. 

• President Thomas replied to Legislator Kubinski, saying that we intend 

to speak with OUPD, but haven’t yet. 

• Legislator Fox inquired as to whether we have timeline for when 911 

Shield would be implemented.  



• President Thomas replied to Legislator Fox, saying, “That timeline 

won’t be accessible until we have a conversation with Chief Gordon or 

the IT staff in the Oakland University Police Department. But again, if 

we want a timeline, I can provide that following that conversation.”  

• Legislator Seeger inquired as to whether this app would provide access to 

the student handbook and OU emergency procedures.  

• President Thomas replied to Legislator Seeger, saying that we intend on 

providing that information within the app. 

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions  

• There were no further questions  

• Legislative Affairs Director Budget: President Thomas said that the Student 

Association of Michigan are conferences in which student governments across 

Michigan collaborate and discuss ideas. Thus, with two conferences occurring 

in the winter semester, $1,500 has been allocated to the SAM Conferences. 

The OU Day at the Capital event has been allocated $8,800, which is a 

reduction of $1,000 from the first budget reading. A part of this added costs 

comes from wanting to provide items that are unique to the event, such as tee-

shirts. OUSC Tabling has been budgeted $700 for promotional items, in order 

to draw students into the table. Finally, $800 was allocated to the LAD 

Discretionary. This gives a total budget of $11,800.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to questions regarding the Legislative 

Affairs Director Budget 

• There were no questions  

• Marketing Director Budget: Ms. Goldwater said the SWAG Campaign is 

allocated a total of $6,350 and includes umbrellas ($2,000), long-sleeve shirts 

($2,000), flip-flops ($1,200), bottle openers ($500), drawstring bags ($350), 

and earphones ($300). She continued onward to say that she believes that 

students will enjoy these items and they will be relatively easy to distribute. 

Social Media Marketing was allocated $150, which includes promoted posts 

and allows us to push certain things that we want students to see. This also 

brings attention to our social media pages and OUSC, in general, as well. 

$1,700 has been allocated for OUSC jackets and if someone has a jacket from 

last year and doesn’t want another one, they have the option to not order 

another jacket. Nevertheless, enough money is allocated for every individual 

to receive a jacket. Finally, $1,000 was allocated for the Marketing 

Discretionary. This gives a total budget of $9,200.  

• Legislator Kubinski inquired as to whether the jackets will the same 

jackets as last year. 

• Ms. Goldwater replied to Legislator Kubinski, saying that she has been 

looking at several different jackets and doesn’t know at this moments if 

she will go with the same jackets as last year, or different ones.  

• Legislator Fox said, “I would like to make a motion to add $1,000 from 

discretionary to umbrellas, under the Marketing Director Budget.” 

• The motion was seconded by Legislator Harris  

• President Thomas opened the floor to discussion regarding the motion  



• Ms. Goldwater said that after communicating with Legislator Fox and 

completing more research on the umbrellas, they have determined that 

$2,000 wouldn’t be a sufficient amount in order to get a decent umbrella, 

as well as a decent amount of umbrellas. Therefore, they felt that adding 

$1,000 to the umbrellas line item, under the SWAG Campaign, would be 

sufficient.  

• Legislator Poppe inquired on how much Ms. Goldwater anticipates on 

spending for each umbrella. 

• Ms. Goldwater replied to Legislator Poppe, saying that she anticipates 

on spending approximately $5.41 for each umbrella and ordering about 

500 umbrellas.  

• Legislator Jagtap said, “[Legislator Fox] said to give $1,000 from 

Marketing Discretionary, so if you take $1,000 from discretionary into the 

umbrella [line item], would there even be a discretionary fund left?” 

• President Thomas said that if the $1,000 was taken from the Marketing 

Discretionary, then there would be no discretionary fund. 

• Ms. Goldwater said that she believes that Legislator Fox was referring to 

taking the $1,000 from uncategorized, not the Marketing Discretionary.  

• Legislator Fox said, “I would like to amend [the motion] so it’s 

uncategorized, not discretionary.” 

• President Thomas said, “The motion has been amended to be taking 

$1,000 from the uncategorized fund and putting that into the line item 

umbrellas, which currently has $2,000, so that would make it $3,000.” 

• The floor was opened the further discussion  

• There was no further discussion   

• Show of Hands Vote 

• The motion was approved, with one nay from Legislator Nasry  

• President Thomas said, “The umbrella line item is now $3,000, 

transferred from uncategorized.” 

• Legislator Nasry said that it would be more useful to get an item, such as 

snow pikes, since it will be snowing. 

• Ms. Goldwater said that that would have been a good idea to add to the 

SWAG Campaign, but since this semester does go into spring, as well, 

that students will still be able to utilize umbrellas.  

• Legislator Kubinski said, “We actually did get those a long time ago and 

the reason why I haven’t brought it up again is because they were pretty 

small and ineffective. Mine broke and it almost sliced my palm.” She 

continued onward to say that there could be better ones out on the market 

now, though, but that’s the reason why she hasn’t brought up the idea 

before.  

• Legislator Seeger said, “I just wanted to ask about the usefulness of flip-

flops, because I think that that would be most useful towards the end of 

the semester.” 

• President Thomas said that flip-slops can be utilized indoors, such as 

when walking around university housing. 



• Legislator Kubinski said that flip-flops are also useful when showering at 

the rec center.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions  

• There were no further questions  

• Diversity and Inclusion Director Budget: President Thomas said that African 

American History Month was allocated $1,500, which will include giveaway 

notebooks as one of the promotional items. There will also be another 

International Night, which was allocated $4,300. The Noor Tagouri event was 

moved from this semester to the winter semester due to a conflict in the 

speaker’s schedule and this event is allocated $3,300. Furthermore, the event 

Unity through Harmony is an event that’s centered on music from around the 

globe and celebrating different cultures, which has been allocated $1,700. 

Also, $900 has been allocated towards a cultural movie night. 

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions  

• There were no further questions    

• Visual Communications Director Budget: Mr. Queen said that $1,335 was 

allocated for Grizz Arts, which is going extremely well and in which he has 

made considerable progress on during the past semester. Additionally, $250 

has been allocated for the Grizz Art Community Art Projects. There is also a 

$700 Visual Communications Discretionary. This gives a total budget of 

$2,285. 

• President Thomas opened the floor to questions 

• Legislator Jagtap inquired about what the next community art project will 

be.  

• Mr. Queen replied to Legislator Jagtap, saying that there are seven 

different colleges here at Oakland University. Therefore, he will be 

purchasing seven canvases and students are going to place their 

handprint on the canvas representing their respective college.  

• Legislator Seeger suggested renovating the mural by Hamlin Circle for a 

potential community art project.  

• Mr. Queen said, “May I ask what that is?” 

• President Thomas replied to Mr. Queen, saying, that there is a mural in 

Hamlin Circle, but it has since faded as a result of students stepping 

over it, rain, erosion, and a variety of other reasons.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions  

• There were no further questions  

• Tailgate Chair Budget: Legislator Harris said that the winter tailgate has been 

allocated $7,000, which is currently not line itemed, but will be line-itemed 

prior to the winter tailgate and before any purchases are made.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to questions regarding the Tailgate 

Chair Budget  

• There were no questions  

• Scholarship Chair Budget: Legislator Rourke said that $2,500 has been 

allocated for scholarships and scholarship materials. She said that this past 

semester, the Bucks for Book scholarship was extremely successful, with 81 



respondents. Therefore, this scholarship will be repeated for this upcoming 

winter semester. The remainder of the money will be utilized for another 

scholarship(s), which has yet to be determined by the Scholarship Committee.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to questions regarding the Scholarship 

Chair Budget  

• There were no questions  

• Team Development: Vice President Engnell said that $450 has been allocated 

for the Congressional Team Development and $400 has been allocated for the 

E-Board Team Development. This is essentially going to be an initiative 

movie night, in which the first half of the team development will involve 

working on initiatives/transition binders and the last half will involve 

watching movies/playing games. This gives a total budget of $850.  

• Legislator Fox said that this team development should occur early in the 

semester, “where it can actually have a benefit, instead of just [an event] at 

the end of the semester [in which] we pat ourselves on the back.” 

• Vice President Engnell replied to Legislator Fox, saying, that this team 

development will most likely occur in January or February.  

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions  

• There were no further questions  

• Discrepancy Factor: President Thomas said that this is a safety net that’s an 

addition to the Minimum Balance and will account for any discrepancies 

between the estimated SAFAC allocation and the actual SAFAC allocation, 

any discrepancies between the estimated rollover and the actual rollover, 

and/or any unexpected invoices from previous semesters or as a part of a 

continued initiative. By including this Discrepancy Factor, it allowed Mr. 

George and him to be more exact in the rollover figures from the summer 

budget, while being fiscally conservative and responsible by making sure that 

we have money set aside and accessed without needing ex-post facto 

approval. This gives a total budget of $6,000. 

• President Thomas opened the floor to questions  

• Legislator Church said, “What happens to the discrepancy factor if none of 

is used at all? Does it roll-over into the next administration?” 

• President Thomas replied to Legislator Church, saying, “Any fund that 

is not expended will be rolled over into the next administration’s 

uncategorized budget, before they categorize it. So, essentially, if it’s 

not used, it stays in our account.” 

• President Thomas opened the floor to further questions  

• There were no further questions 

• Budget Overview:  

• Estimated Total Winter 2017 Budget: $135,222.07 

• Estimated Available Funds (-$5,000 Minimum Balance): $130,222.07 

• Total Categorized Funds for Winter 2017: $118,185.00 

• Uncategorized Funds: $10,037.07 

 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to questions  



• There were no questions  

• Roll call vote  

• Legislator Church, yea 

• Legislator Fox, yea 

• Legislator Harris, yea 

• Legislator Hubbard, yea 

• Legislator Jagtap, yea 

• Legislator Kleinschmidt, yea 

• Legislator Kubinski, yea 

• Legislator Mennis, yea 

• Legislator Nasry, yea 

• Legislator Poppe, yea 

• Legislator Rafidi, yea 

• Legislator Rourke, yea 

• Legislator Sanders, yea 

• Legislator Seeger, yea 

• Legislator Thompson, yea 

• Legislator Walton, yea  

• The Winter 2017 Budget was approved  

VIII. New Business  

A.  Approval of Marketing Committee, Victoria Goldwater  

1.  Laith Rafidi  

2.  Erin Rourke 

• Ms. Goldwater said that Ms. Rourke and Mr. Rafidi are exceptional 

individuals who are interested and passionate about marketing. She 

continued onward to say that they would make great additions to her 

Marketing Committee.  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion  

• There was no discussion  

• Show of Hands Vote  

• Laith Rafidi and Erin Rourke were approved as members of the 

Marketing Committee  

IX. Discussion Topics  

A. Administrator of the Month  

• Ms. Goldwater said that since this is the last December meeting, it is time to 

choose December’s Administrator of the Month.  

• President Thomas said that although he cannot nominate an individual, he 

would like to strongly recommend Vice President McIntosh for December’s 

Administrator of the Month. He continued onward to say that Vice President 

McIntosh has been a key ally to students, including helping to raise minimum 

wage on campus and ensuring the privacy of Oakland students when a 

campaign team came to campus.  

• Legislator Fox nominated Grace Wojcik form the Gender and Sexuality 

Center.  

• This nomination was seconded by Legislator Kubinski  



• Legislator Fox said that Ms. Wojcik serves as the head of the Gender and 

Sexuality Center, which is a highly valuable resource on campus for students. 

She is an individual who helps any student that needs it, which is incredible. 

She also serves as the advisor for many large student organizations on 

campus, so she “does a lot of work and I think she deserves this recognition 

because I can’t think of, I mean, there are plenty of individuals who are 

deserving, but I can’t think of anyone who is more deserving than Grace, 

because she really does have a positive effect on the lives of students.” 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to further nominations  

• There were no further nominations  

• Show of Hands vote  

• Grace was unanimously chosen as the December Administrator of the 

Month   

 

• Legislator Kubinski said, “I would like to motion to end this meeting.” 

• Seconded by Legislator Rourke  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion  

• President Thomas said, “Can we get through our reports really quick?” 

• Legislator Kubinski said, “I mean, unless there’s something excruciatingly 

important, we do want to show up to our reservations and the reports have 

already been circulated, as well.” 

• President Thomas said, “Ms. Hock would also like to speak and we just had a 

Board of Trustees Meeting today, as well. So, I think it’s pretty important.” 

• Legislator Poppe said, “I just wanted to say that I personally would like to open 

the floor to Comments from the Gallery before we get out of the meeting.” 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to further discussion  

• There was no further discussion  

• Show of Hands Vote, to end the meeting  

• The motion was denied   

• The meeting continued onward  

X. Legislative Updates 

A. Greek Council Representative, Vicki Harris 

• Legislator Harris said, “Good luck on your exams.”  

B. Resident Hall Association Representative, Blake Walton  

• Legislator Walton said, “The info-sessions have passed and the applications 

are currently live for RAs, Night Watch, and APMs, and the applications are 

due date on January 6th.” 

C. Updates related to Legislative Projects and Initiatives  

• Legislator Fox said, “Since we only have one day this week, there are no 

hours due this week.” 

• Legislator Rourke said, “The Scholarship Committee met yesterday and we 

picked all the scholarship winners for this fall 2016.” 

• Legislator Jagtap said that she is currently working on a proposal regarding 

her intersection initiative, which she will hopefully present early next 

semester.  



• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to further updates 

• There were no further updates  

D. Questions related to Legislative Reports  

• There were no questions  

XI. Executive Reports 

A. Student Body President, Zack Thomas 

• President Thomas said that Vice President Engnell and he met with President 

Hynd and Vice President McIntosh to discuss parking, as well as to extend 

gratitude for a successful year. The smoking policy, alcohol policy, and 

entertainment venues were also discussed, as well.  

B. Student Vice President, Anders Engnell  

• Vice President Engnell said that he has been attending several meetings, 

particularly regarding parking, campus life, and other matters. He spoke about 

parking at the Board of Trustees Meeting today, as well. Furthermore, we 

were able to lay the groundwork for several proposals, many of which will 

add parking spots to campus.   

C. OUSC Advisor, Stephanie Jurva 

• Advisor Jurva said, “I wish you all a very successful finals week and I’ll see 

you next semester.” 

D. Updates related to E-board Projects and Initiatives  

• Ms. Walukonis said that Exam Cram will be occurring this week on 

Wednesday, Thursday, from 7:00pm-10:00, in Kresge Library’s main lobby. 

There will be food and general schools supplies for distribution to the 

students. She continued onward to say that if anyone is interested in helping 

her with the event, to email her.  

• There were no further updates 

E. Questions related to Executive Reports  

• There were no questions 

XII. Comments from the Gallery 

• Ms. Hock, the President of the Student Program Board, said that SPB will be hosting 

Casino Night on January 14th. She continued onward to say, “I also wanted to talk a 

little bit about some things that were discussed last week. I had an opportunity to 

review the minutes and I wanted to speak on behalf of the Student Program Board 

and make a couple of statements. So, there was some math calculations that was 

discussed a lot and I don’t think that it was accurately portrayed, because it was a 

math calculation that I did and Sean talked about. So, I, as a president of an 

organization, do a lot of comparisons of payroll to see how much we’re spending 

percentage wise and how much we’re allocated that semester, and then, additionally, 

how much roll over plays into the fact, and the overall semester budget. So, I honestly 

did four calculations and they all yielded different percentages, so that was not an 

accurate number or accurate representation of conversation. Secondly, according to 

the Student Program Board Constitution, the Student Program Board cannot spend 

more than 20% of the semester’s budget on payroll. As the Student Program Board 

President, I have elected to only spend 15%. So, that is a fact. And then, additionally, 

another fact that was incorrectly portrayed is that the President of the Student 



Program Board, in our budget, is granted 20 hours per week. There was a 17 number 

that got thrown out, but in the budget, it is 20 hours per week.” 

• There were no questions for Ms. Hock regarding the Student Program Board  

• Ms. Hock continued onward, as the student liaison to the Board of Trustees, to 

discuss the board meeting that occurred early in the day. She said that a search has 

been selected to host the search for our next president. The consultant, who the 

Presidential Search Committee will be working directly with, is a women, who has 

served as the president of a small university previously. Furthermore, she has agreed 

to not work on any other searches until our presidential search is nearly complete. 

Moreover, at the meeting, Chair DeVore said there will be open forums in January, 

which will provide students with an opportunity to voice their concerns and indicate 

the type of president that they would like OU to have. Also, during the last 

presidential search, the search firm spoke with OUSC, so she is going to speak with 

Chair DeVore to see if this is a potential opportunity. The university communication 

and marketing team is going to be working on creating a website regarding the 

presidential search, in order to keep the entire process transparent. Ms. Hock 

continued onward to say that an interesting event occurred at the end of the meeting, 

as well. A father/alumni came to speak and complained about his daughter’s spring 

commencement time, because it occurs in the morning on a weekday, which prevents 

family from attending, due to work obligations. The father also said that his daughter 

anticipated on graduating in December, due to a conversation with an academic 

advisor, but when she was meeting with another advisor, the advisor said that she 

wouldn’t be able to graduate until the spring of 2017, because of catalogue 

requirements.  

• A member from the gallery expressed concern regarding the Board of Trustees not 

genuinely considering student concerns, as well as the salary of university 

administration members.  

• President Thomas said, “I appreciate your concerns. We seek to represent all the 

students and this administration has been a vocal component of both administration 

bloating and tuition increases. We think that there’s two parts to that, the tuition 

increases, at least. When you have a university that’s growing at such a rapid rate, 

from fiscal year 2012 to fiscal year 2015, it was about 5.58%, give or take a little bit. 

The fastest growing university in the state of Michigan, even when you’re 

considering our friendly competitors, U of M, MSU, Grand Valley State University. 

We’re still the fastest growing. So, we’ve been a vocal component of the unrestrained 

growth, which the administration and the board seem to be purporting. And 

administration bloating, as well, in regards to university positions. So, we’ll make 

sure in those open forums that, as Ms. Hock said, we are very vocal and in 100% in 

attendance. I’d love to see all of us there. I know I’ll be there to make sure that the 

university president who is selected is at least aware of student concerns, in regards to 

student enrollment growth and administration bloating. 

• There were no further Comments from the Gallery  

XIII. Announcements 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to announcements  

• There were no announcements  

XIV. Adjournment 



• The meeting was adjourned at 5:42pm 


