
                   Meeting Minutes 	
Oakland University Student Congress	

Thomas-Engnell Administration	
Oakland Room, Oakland Center	

Monday, September 19, 2016	
4:00 P.M.	

I. Call to Order 
A. Meeting was Called to Order on Monday, September 19th, 2016 at 4:03pm 

II. Pledge of Allegiance  
III. Roll Call  

• Legislator Fox, present and voting  
• Legislator Kubinski, not present 
• Legislator Mabrouk, present and voting 
• Legislator Nasry, present and voting 
• Legislator Poppe, present and voting  
• Legislator Saadat, not present 
• Legislator Sanders, present and voting  
• Legislator Rourke, present and voting  
• Legislator Harris, present and voting  
• Legislator Walton, present and voting     

• We had quorum  
• Vice President Engnell said, “At this time I would like to entertain a motion from 

Legislator Mabrouk to put up Mr. Seeger for approval.” 
• Legislator Mabrouk said, “I motion to edit the agenda and add Approval of New 

Legislator, Mr. Seeger, to New Business: Section Eight, Line Item A.” 
• Seconded by Legislator Fox  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion of the motion  
• There was no discussion on the motion  
• Show of Hands Vote 

• The motion was unanimously approved 
• Approval of a New Legislator, Mr. Seeger, was added to the agenda under 

Section Eight, Line Item A  
IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 12th, 2016 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to additions, subtractions, or 
amendments to the Meeting Minutes  

• There were no additions, subtractions, or amendments to the Meeting Minutes   
• Show Of Hands Vote 

• The Meeting Minutes were passed unanimously  
V. Comments from the Gallery 

• Ms. Hock, President of the Student Program Board and liaison to the Board of 
Trustees, said that this Friday, September 23rd, at 7:00pm the Student Program Board 
is putting on Toga at the Tower to kick-off Homecoming Weekend. This is an Active 
Grizzly Event, and everyone is encouraged to wear a toga. She continued onward to 
say that the next Board of Trustees Meeting will take place in the Elliot Hall 
Auditorium at 2:00pm, on October 24th.   



• Legislator Fox inquired as to what day of the week the Board of Trustees Meeting 
will occur on.  

• Ms. Hock replied to Legislator Fox, saying that all of the Board of 
Trustees Meetings will occur on Mondays this academic year.  

• There were no other questions for Ms. Hock 
• There were no further Comments from the Gallery   

VI. Guest Speaker 
A.  VP of Student Affairs McIntosh and Mr. Fekel, OC Expansion 

• Vice President Engnell said, “Unfortunately, our guest speakers weren’t 
able to make it today, but at some point in the near future, we will have 
Vice President McIntosh and Mr. Fekel come to talk about the new OC 
Expansion. There’s a lot of awesome stuff that’s going down and I think 
that you all are really going to enjoy their presentation.” 

VII. Old Business  
A. C.B. 17-05 Tailgate Budget Addition, Vicki Harris 

• Vice President Engnell reminded the Congress that the Tailgate is this 
Saturday, September 24th, from 1:00pm to 3:00pm, at the parking 
structure by the lower fields.  

• Legislator Harris reminded the Congress that this bill would be adding 
$500 from Uncategorized Funds to the Tailgate Budget, in order to cover 
the costs of renting tables and generators for Tailgate.  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion  
• There was no discussion 
• Roll Call Vote  

• Legislator Rourke, yea 
• Legislator Fox, yea  
• Legislator Harris, yea 
• Legislator Mabrouk, yea 
• Legislator Nasry, yea 
• Legislator Poppe, yea 
• Legislator Sanders, yea 
• Legislator Walton, yea  

• The C.B. 17-05 Tailgate Budget Addition was unanimously 
approved  

VIII. New Business 
A. Approval of New Legislator, Legislator Mabrouk  

a. Mr. Seeger  
• Legislator Mabrouk said that Mr. Seeger served on the 

Legislature previously, but had to resign during the Summer 
One Session due to living ten hours away and not being able 
to attend the General Body Meetings.  

• Mr. Seeger said that he hopes to work on different initiatives, 
especially regarding one concerning the library.  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to questions for Mr. 
Seeger 



• There were no questions for Mr. Seeger 
• Vice President Engnell asked Mr. Seeger to momentarily 

leave the room so that the Congress could discuss his 
approval.  

• Vice President Engnell said, “Mr. Seeger does have all of the 
requirements for a new legislator, and they will be 
circulated.” 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion  
• Legislator Fox attested for Mr. Seeger, saying that he’s a 

good person who knows what he’s doing, and will definitely 
be able to get some great things done on campus. 

• Ms. Mishack inquired as to what Mr. Seeger’s initiatives are.  
• Legislator Mabrouk replied to Ms. Mishack, saying, that 

he discussed his initiatives in his essay, which will be 
circulated to the Congress. 

• Ms. Merogi said, “I’ve actually spoken to Mr. Seeger about a 
few of his initiatives, and one of his ideas is to keep the 
library café open later during final exams.” She continued 
onward to say that he has many more initiatives, but that one 
specifically stood out to her.  

• Vice President Engnell said that he believes that Mr. Seeger 
continued working on the library initiative over the summer, 
even though he was in Northern Michigan.  

• There was no further discussion  
• Mr. Clarke was asked to retrieve Mr. Seeger from the hall  
• Roll Call Vote  

• Legislator Rourke, yea 
• Legislator Fox, yea  
• Legislator Harris, yea 
• Legislator Mabrouk, yea 
• Legislator Nasry, yea 
• Legislator Poppe, yea 
• Legislator Sanders, yea 
• Legislator Walton, yea  

• Mr. Seeger was unanimously approved as a 
legislator 

B. C.B. 17-06 Readership Program Bill, Erin Rourke  
• Legislator Rourke said that the Readership Program delivers USA Today and 

The New York Times to campus, so that students, faculty, and administration 
have access to these papers; there are approximately 80 copies taken per day. 
This bill would add $2,500 to the Fall 2016 Budget, under the Presidential 
and Vice Presidential Budget, which would be added as the line item: Fall 
2016 Readership Program. This $2,500 is an overestimate that would need to 
be renewed in the Winter 2017 semester, however, it’s nonbinding, so at any 
time it could be terminated without penalty.  



• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion  
• President Thomas said that a previous administration agreed to a three-year 

contract with the Readership Program, which has now expired and needs to 
be renewed. Vice President Engnell and him met with a USA Today 
Representative, and were able to decrease some of the costs of the program 
by switching from The New York Times, which is $0.70 per copy, to the 
Detroit Free Press, which is $0.50 a copy. He continued onward to say that 
by “making the decision to switch over to the Detroit Free Press, instead of 
The New York Times, we feel that there’s a less politically biased leading 
with that newspaper.” Additionally, since the Detroit Free Press is $0.50 a 
copy, we’re able to save several hundred dollars from making the transition 
from The New York Times to the Detroit Free Press; we’re charged per copy 
taken, which is approximately 80 copies a day. 

• Legislator Poppe asked if the $2,500 would be coming out of Uncategorized 
Funds, and how much money is currently uncategorized.  
• President Thomas replied to Legislator Poppe, saying that prior to the 

approval of Tailgate Budget Addition of $500, we have $16,345 in 
Uncategorized Funds. After accounting for that approval, we would be 
left with $15,845. Moreover, if Readership Program Bill is approved, 
$13,345 would be left in Uncategorized Funds. 

• Legislator Fox said, “So, admittedly, I’ve always been slightly skeptical of 
the Readership Program in the past because I’m worried that we’re not really 
getting a bang for our buck, so to say.” He continued onward to say that he 
thinks that it’s fantastic that 80 copies are taken a day and that readers are 
taking the papers. However, he said that with each paper costing $0.50, 
which would make this program about $40 a day, which seems kind of high 
and adds up to quite a bit over time. Thus, he’s concerned with “if it’s really 
a program that’s worth keeping around.” 
• Vice President Engnell responded to Legislator Fox, saying, “There are 

roughly 75 week days charged per semester, and $40 times 75 puts you 
in that $2,500 range.” 

• President Thomas said that for the previous three years the Readership 
Program actually cost more because the New York Times charges $0.70 
a copy, whereas the Detroit Free Press charges $0.50 a copy. He 
continued onward to say, “Additionally, we’re a nonpartisan 
organization that’s only has the students best interests at heart, and The 
New York Times is a little bit of a left leaning newspaper—and it’d be 
the same thing if it was a right leaning newspaper. We want to make 
sure we’re nonpartisan in all regards, so I don’t think that we should be 
sponsoring The New York Times—that’s a personal opinion, and that’s 
open up to discussion, as well. But, we get less costs for the Detroit Free 
Press and a less partisan bias.”  

• Mr. Seeger inquired as to whether the Readership Program provides the 
magazines, as well. [This was confirmed]. Additionally, he asked whether the 
Detroit Free Press is going to be just the paper, or include coupons, as well. 



• Vice President Engnell replied to Legislator Seeger, saying that he 
believes that most copies do come with coupons, but he would have to 
verify this. 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to further discussion 
• There was no further discussion    

C. Approval of Visual Communications Committee, Derek Queen 
a. Heather Nagy, Megan Carson, Piper Lehto, Vathnak Heng, Jenny Nguyen, 

Susan Carmichael  
• Mr. Queen said that the six individuals that he has chosen to serve on his 

committee especially stuck out to him among the other students that he 
met with and interviewed. Heather Nagy and Vathnak Heng have both had 
previous graphic design internships and are experienced individuals. 
Megan Carson is the Chief Copier Editor of the Oakland Post, and 
therefore, is familiar with design programs. Furthermore, Mr. Queen has 
had classes with Piper Lehto and Jenny Nguyen, and has seen their work 
and talent. Susan Carmichael was on the committee last year and is 
familiar with how the Visual Communications Committee operates. He 
continued onward to say that each of them have something different and 
exciting to offer, and he looks forward to working with them, if approved. 

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion  
• Legislator Fox said, “I would like to make a motion to remove the comma 

in between Megan and Carson on the agenda.” 
• Seconded by Legislator Poppe  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion on the motion  
• There was no discussion  
• Show of Hands Vote  

• The motion was passed unanimously 
• The comma between Megan and Carson was removed  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion on the approval of 
the Visual Communications Committee  

• There was no discussion  
• Show of Hands Vote  

• The Visual Communications Committee was unanimously 
approved   

D.   Approval of Environmental Health and Wellness Committee, Lena Mishack  
b.    Erin Rourke  

• Ms. Mishack said, “Legislator Rourke reached out to me that she’s 
interested in joining the EHW Committee. I know that she puts her all into 
[the] things that she’s involved in, and I would love to have her. Also, my 
last name is spelt wrong on the agenda.” 

• Legislator Fox said, “I would like to make motion to change Ms. 
Mishack’s name to the correct spelling on the agenda/minutes.” 

• Seconded by Legislator Poppe 
• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion on the motion  
• There was no discussion on the motion  



• Show of Hands Vote 
• The motion was passed unanimously  

• Vice President Engnell opened the floor to discussion on the approval of 
Legislator Rourke into the EHW Committee 

• There was no discussion 
• Show of Hands Vote 

• Legislator Rourke was approved into the EHW Committee  
IX. Discussion Topics 

A. There were no Discussion Topics  
X. Legislative Updates 

A. Greek Council Representative, Vicki Harris 
• Legislator Harris said that the Tailgate is taking place this Saturday from 

1:00pm to 3:00pm, and she is still in need of volunteers. Thus, if anyone is 
interested in helping, please let her know.  

B. Updates related to Legislative Projects and Initiatives  
• There were no updates  

C. Questions related to Legislative Reports  
• There were no questions  

XI. Executive Reports 
A. Student Body President, Zack Thomas 

• President Thomas began by saying that he believes that there are a few 
people on the Executive Board who deserve recognition for their recent 
events, including Jessica, Sophia, Jorge, Lena, and Margaret; these events 
went really well and facilitated our interactions with students, as well as 
left a positive impact. He continued onward to say that we now have over 
250 students registered to vote, and voter registration is something that we 
will continue to push for so that student voices can be amplified. Ms. 
Polsinelli and he hope to have 500 students registered by early October. 
Additionally, the other Student Senators and he met with the University 
Senate recently, and they discussed a number of important topics, 
including fall admission numbers. He said that there is a slight drop in 
freshmen students this academic year, but even so, this number is still 
within 1% of what it was last year. However, transfer student admissions 
are lower this year. Thus, we may see this lower enrollment reflected in 
our budget. However, Mr. George and he budgeted conservatively and 
planned for this slight drop in SAFAC Allocations, so we are prepared for 
this change. Additionally, the University Senate discussed a pass with 
remediate grade for the School of Medicine students. Sometimes, if a 
student within the School of Medicine doesn’t perform well on the first 
exam, they’ll be able to retake the exam, and thus have an advantage over 
the other students, because they’ll receive the passing grade based on the 
score on the second exam. Thus, students who retake the exam will now 
have a pass with remediation grade reflected on their transcript. He 
continued onward to say that because of a scheduling conflict, Vice 
President Engnell had to resign as a Student Senator. President Thomas 
will be looking for another Student Senator from another office around 



campus. Finally, for this upcoming week, he plans to hold an Executive 
Board Meeting, and well as finalize the contracts with the Readership 
Program.  

B. Student Vice President, Anders Engnell  
• Vice President Engnell said that that later this month, Mr. Kunselman, 

Chief Gordon, Mr. Chande, and he will be meeting to discuss the parking 
statistics for the first two weeks of campus. They’re going to be looking at 
an in-depth analysis of specifically when parking spots were and weren’t 
available, and then discuss some solutions for parking on campus. One 
solution would be creating lines for the Bear Bus, which would take 
students from the overflow parking lots to specific buildings at specific 
times. He continued onward to say that the goal is to eventually purchase 
AutoCount, so that we would have a tracking system installed in each 
parking lot. In this way, students could us either a phone app or a website 
to see exactly how many cars are in each parking lot and where they 
should park. Additionally, Legislator Chande and he have been working 
on improving campus life and creating more of a campus culture. 
Legislator Sanders was able to identify what other universities do 
successfully in order to keep students on campus, and some of these ideas 
were compiled into a survey, so that eventually a masterplan for 
improving campus life can be created and proposed to administration. In 
this way, it would allow the entire university to collectively work together 
to improve campus life by having all of the individual department and 
organizations planning events to offer each weekend to students.  

C. OUSC Advisor, Stephanie Jurva 
• Advisor Jurva said that sorority recruitment went well last weekend. She 

continued onward to remind everyone that it’s National Hazing Prevention 
Week and if we hear anything to report it, which can be done 
anonymously. Furthermore, the SPB Cedar Point trip tickets go on sale 
Wednesday at 9:00am. The trip will take place on Saturday, October 22nd.  

D. Updates related to E-board Projects and Initiatives  
• Mr. Queen said that Mr. Naseem and he have been working the Center of 

Multiculturalism Initiatives to get some special artwork in the Grizz Art 
exhibit for the period of Hispanic Heritage month. They currently have 
eight pieces displayed, because the rest of the Grizz Art Space has been 
blocked off, due the library staff doing renovations on their lighting 
system. Furthermore, he attended the Art and Art History Major Meet and 
Greet today, where he was able to speak about Grizz Art and hand out 
submission forms. He continued onward to say that he received the first 
few submission for Grizz Art today.   

• Ms. Merogi said that she has been receiving several student concerns, but 
one in which she would like to bring up is the issue of Oakland University 
students not being able to have access to their email and Google drive 
after graduation.  

• Advisor Jurva said that students have access to their Oakland University 
email and Google drive one year after graduation.  



• Mr. Queen inquired if there was any way of extending this email and 
Google drive access. 
• Advisor Jurva replied to Mr. Queen, saying, “You would have to talk 

to IT about it. I just know that because we pass that information on to 
students at the medical school.” 

• President Thomas said that this has been an issue that Student Congress 
has been trying to fight for a while. He continued onward to say that it’s a 
concern that we, as an Executive Team, can address and work with IT 
and other relevant faculty to resolve.  

• Legislator Fox said that other universities allow their students to keep this 
access, so he can’t image that it would be a complicated issue to address 
and resolve. 

E. Questions related to Executive Reports  
• Legislator Seeger asked if we could address the motorcycle issue because 

he doubts they’re going the speed limit and the load horns late at night 
are disrupting. 

• President Thomas said that last night there were several OUPD cars that 
sped to resolve an issue, and he thinks that might have been the concern.  

• There were no further questions   
XII. Comments from the Gallery 

A. There were no comments from the gallery  
XIII. Announcements 

• Legislator Fox said that we can help anyone who needs to register to vote  
• President Thomas said that on Saturday, October 1st Undergraduate 

Admissions is holding an event called Go for the Gold, and he needs 
volunteers to table for OUSC at the event.  

XIV. Adjournment 
A. Meeting was adjourned at 4:44pm  


