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Share your Syllabus

• At your tables, if you brought a sample 
syllabus please share and discuss it.  If 
you did not bring one, discuss what you 
plan to include in your syllabus.



Agenda
Welcome

Share your syllabus
Agenda

Learning Outcomes
The Syllabus-

Transforming Constructive Alignment into your Syllabus
What to include

Sample Templates
Sample #1- Basic Template

Example
Sample #2- General Education Template

Sample #3- Another sample
Review Templates

Revising your Syllabi
Wrap-Up



Learning Outcomes

• Participants will be able to:
– Describe the purpose of a syllabus
– List the elements included in effective syllabi
– Align the syllabus with learning outcomes 

and assignments that assess the learning 
outcomes

– Review sample syllabus templates
– Review sample syllabi
– Begin to design or revise syllabi for winter



The Syllabus
• Your syllabus is your contract with your 

students. 

• Clearly states student learning and 
behavioral expectations and responsibilities 
throughout the semester.

• It should be given and reviewed during the 
first class.  

• Changes should not be made once the 
semester starts (except in special 
circumstances).



Syllabus- Checklist
1. First Page Contact Information

– Oakland University
– College or School
– Department
– Course Number- note as of fall 2017 will be using 4 digit code- should 

include both old and new code for a few years
– Title of Course
– Semester/year
– Number of Credits
– Name of Professor
– Contact Number
– Email contact
– Office
– Office Hours
– Day/Time of in-class sessions
– Class location



Syllabus- Checklist
2. Course Description- directly from catalog
3. Prerequisites- if any (or co-requisites)
4. Learning Outcomes- observable, measurable outcomes 
that will be directly assessed

– If a General Ed. Course- include L.O. and Cross 
Cutting Capacities

5. Required Text
6. Course Format
7. Overview of Assignments- titles, % of course, due dates
8. Grading
9. Grading Scale



Syllabus- Checklist
10. Class Policies/Student Expectations

– Academic conduct
– Add/Drop
– Disability Support Services/Accommodations
– Moodle policies (if blended or on-line)
– Additional policies that you want your students to 

adhere to
11. Course Outline- dates, topics, readings, assignments 

due
12.Detailed Descriptions of Assignments with 

Rubrics/Marking schemes (included in syllabus or 
separate.







Constructive Alignment
Rationale

•• What drives the curriculum
•• Professional standards, scope and sequence of program

Objectives

••Curriculum content
••Input- intended 

Learning 
Outcomes

••Tasks that instructor and students do 
••Instruction, lessons,  readings, assignments, activities that are linked directly 

to objectives/outcomes 
Implement

ation

••Demonstrated evidence of what students learn
••Observable, measurable, outcomes

Assessment

••Ways in which you measure the learning outcomes through assignments and 
activities

••Observable, measurable, outcomes



When writing Learning 
Outcomes

• Observable Behaviors (cannot observe 
“knowing”)

• Measurable
• Knowledge, skills and professional 

behaviors/dispositions
• Relevant, meaningful, purposeful
• Demonstrated Evidence of Behavior
• THE STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO…..
• (TSWBAT….)



Examples

Poor- SWBAT learn/know about ….
Good- SWBAT….list

outline
define
debate
demonstrate
explain



General Education-
Learning Outcomes



L.O.-Foundations of Knowledge



Sample Templates

• You will find three sample templates that 
you can use to help you revise/design your 
syllabus

• Included in with your hand-out is a sample 
completed syllabus



Review Samples

• Review and discuss which aspects of 
these syllabi you prefer





















Design or Revise Syllabus

• Use this time to begin to design or revise 
your syllabus 



Q & A

• Discussion



Wrap-Up

Did we
– Describe the purpose of a syllabus
– List the elements included in effective syllabi
– Align the syllabus with learning outcomes 

and assignments that assess the learning 
outcomes

– Review sample syllabus templates
– Review sample syllabi
– Begin to design or revise syllabi


