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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE

Meeting #1
October 29, 2018 
217 Varner Hall

MINUTES
Present: A. Banes-Berceli, S. Dykstra, M. Escobar, W. Johnson, J. Naus, A. Powell, A. Schneeweis, E. Trivedi 

1.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Biological Sciences to change the requirements for the following program:


Biology, M.A.

Degree requirements

The candidate for the Master of Arts in biology degree must complete 32 credits, including 28 credits of biology graduate-level lecture courses with a minimum of three courses from the cell/molecular track and a minimum of three courses from the ecology, evolution, behavior track. In addition, M.A. students must complete 4 credits of BIO 5995. 
Coursework will be chosen in consultation with the graduate adviser. Any graduate-level BIO lecture courses may apply, and up to 8 credits of BIO 5995 - Graduate Project Research may apply.

.

Course requirements

a. General requirements 
1. Cellular/molecular biology track (12 credits)

Students must choose a minimum of three courses from the following (or equivalents as approved by the chair of the Graduate Committee):

    BIO 5256 - Advanced Topics in Cellular Biochemistry and Metabolism (4 credits)

    BIO 5610 - Advanced Topics in Cell Physiology (4 credits)

    BIO 5240 - Advanced Topics in Mechanisms of Development (4 credits)

    BIO 5252 - Molecular Biology (4 credits)

2. Ecology, Evolution, Behavior Track (12 credits)

Students must choose a minimum of three courses from the following (or equivalents as approved by the chair of the Graduate Committee):

    BIO 581 - Topics in Physiological Ecology (3 credits)

    BIO 5382 - Topics in Evolutionary Biology (3 credits)

    BIO 5384 - Topics in Community and Population Biology (3 credits)

    BIO 5386 - Topics in Behavioral Biology (3 credits)

b. Exit (4 credits)

M.A. students will earn their 4 credits of BIO 5995 by working with one or more faculty members on a research project. The student will be required to write a report on their BIO 5995 research. 
The departmental Graduate Committee will determine if students have met the degree requirements for the awarding of the M.A. in biology.

    BIO 5995 - Graduate Project Research ( 1-4 credits) (4 credits)

Note: the removal of the GRE requirement and 4 credits of BIO 5995 was approved on February 28, 2018.

2.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Biological Sciences to renumber the following courses:



From:
BIO 5250  Cellular Biochemistry  (4)
To:
BIO 5230  Cellular Biochemistry  (4)

From:
BIO 5380  Topics in Physiological Ecology  (4)
To:
BIO 5334  Topics in Physiological Ecology  (4)


From:
BIO 5384  Topics in Community and Population Biology  (4)
To:
BIO 5336  Topics in Community and Population Biology  (4)


From:
BIO 5386  Topics in Behavioral Biology  (4)


To:
BIO 5350  Topics in Behavioral Biology  (4)


From:
BIO 5254  Advanced Genetics  (4)
To:
BIO 5400  Advanced Genetics  (4)

3.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Biological Sciences to end date the following courses:

BIO 5250  Cellular Biochemistry  (4)
BIO 5252  Molecular Biology  (4)
BIO 5254  Advanced Genetics  (4)
BIO 5380  Topics in Physiological Ecology  (4)
BIO 5382  Topics in Evolutionary Biology  (4)
BIO 5384  Topics in Community and Population Biology  (4)
BIO 5386  Topics in Behavioral Biology  (4)

4.
Committee deferred the request from the Department of Chemistry/Environmental Science Program to add the following new course:

ENV 5520  GIS and Spatial Statistics  (3)
Comprehensive and systematic understanding of spatial analysis methods as they apply to both vector and raster data, and practical application of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and software.  Essential theoretical concepts of spatial statistics re-examined. Including point and areal pattern analysis spatial autocorrelation, and interpolation.

5.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Linguistics to add the following new certificate program:

TESL K-12 Graduate Certificate Program 


6.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Mathematics and Statistics to change the credits for the following courses:

APM 9999  Dissertation  (2 1-12)
STA 9999  Dissertation  (2 1-12)

7.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Mathematics and Statistics to change the description and prerequisite(s) for the following courses:

STA 5225  Stochastic Processes I  (4)
Random walk models, Markov chains and processes, birth and death processes, queuing processes, diffusion processes and non-Markov processes. Recommended background: a course in differential equations.
Prerequisite: STA 5113 with a grade of B or higher or STA 6113 with a grade of B or higher.
STA 6113  Mathematical Statistics I  (4)
Random variables, univariate distributions and their interrelations, expectation, moments, generating functions, exponential families, location and scale families; joint, marginal, and conditional distributions; independence, hierarchical and mixture models, covariance and correlation, random sample, convergence concepts, sampling from normal distributions, exact sampling distributions, order statistics. Prerequisite MTH 5551 Required background: a course in advanced calculus.
8.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Music, Theatre and Dance to end the following Graduate Certificate programs:

 
Post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Conducting

Post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Instrumental Performance


Post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Music Education


Post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Piano Pedagogy


Post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Piano Performance


Post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Vocal Pedagogy


Post-Master’s Graduate Certificate in Vocal Performance

9. 
Committee approved the request from the Department of Physics to reapprove the Ph.D. in Applied Computational Physics. 
Program was originally approved by this body on January 13, 2011, and by Graduate Council and University Senate, but was tabled by the department due to staffing concerns. Department is now in the position to offer the program.

(This item was approved by committee via email on October 19, 2018.)
SKD/as


