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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE

Meeting #3
February 14, 2019 
217 Varner Hall

MINUTES
Present: A. Banes-Berceli, S. Dykstra, M. Escobar, W. Johnson, J. Naus, A. Powell, A. Schneeweis, E. Trivedi
1.
Committee approved of Minutes #2, January 17, 2019.
2.
Committee deferred the request from the Environmental Studies Program to add the following new course:

ENV 5650 Organic Geochemistry (4)
Provides an understanding of organic matter geochemical transformations and biogeochemical cycles in natural systems.  Topics to be covered will include: classification and characterization of organic molecules in environmental systems; organic matter accumulation, transport, and transformation processes on Earth; microbial recycling pathways for organic carbon; methods and recent development for characterization of surface and subsurface organic matter; application of organic geochemistry in understanding carbon cycle, climate change, and ocean processes.  
3.
Committee deferred the request from the Master of Liberal Studies Program to add the following new course:

LBS 6996 Master’s Thesis  (4)
Requires the writing of a substantial research paper under the guidance of a thesis advisor and a thesis committee.  

4.
Committee approved the request from the School of Music, Theatre and Dance to change the title of the following courses:

From: 
MUS 5551  Pedagogy I
To:
MUS 5551  Pedagogy I: Beginner Method Books


From:
MUS 5552  Pedagogy II


To:
MUS 5552 Pedagogy II: Intermediate Repertoire


From:
MUS 5553 Pedagogy III
To:
MUS 5553 Pedagogy III: Baroque- Classical Advanced Repertoire


From:
MUS 5554  Pedagogy IV
To:
MUS 5554 Romantic- Contemporary Advanced Repertoire


5.
Committee approved the request from the Department of Communication and Journalism to make the following changes to catalog copy:

The Master of Arts degree in Communication provides intellectual grounding in communication theory and research methods. The program offers opportunities for those wishing to pursue a Ph.D. in communication or a related discipline. It also will be valuable for practitioners in business, education, media or nonprofit organizations seeking professional enhancement.

The program is committed to a critical approach to the study of communication and recognizes the central role communication plays in the creation of productive relationships across divisions of identity, culture and geography and in building more sustainable, equitable, and enriched communities in our increasingly globally connected world. Students are trained in diverse methodological and epistemological approaches to the study of communication, including rhetoric, intercultural communication, cultural studies, interpersonal communication and media studies.

Upon graduation, students will have gained a greater understanding of the impact of communication in a range of contexts; a general knowledge of research approaches in communication; and an ability to further the research, writing and analytical skills needed in today’s world.

The Master of Arts in communication provides intellectual grounding in communication theory and research methods, and specialization in one of three areas of concentration offered by the department, namely:  Culture and Communication, Interpersonal Communication, and Media Studies. The program offers opportunities for those wishing to pursue a Ph.D. in communication or a related discipline. It also will be valuable for practitioners in business, education, media or non-profit organizations seeking professional enhancement.

The program is committed to a critical approach to the study of communication and recognizes the central role communication plays in the creation of productive relationships across divisions of identity, culture, and geography and in building more sustainable, equitable, and enriched methodological and epistemological approaches to the study of communication, including rhetoric, intercultural communication, cultural studies, interpersonal communication, and media studies.

Upon graduation, students will have gained a greater understanding of the impact of communication in a range of contexts; a general knowledge of research approaches in communication; and an ability to further the research, writing, and analytical skills needed in today's world.

2.
Additional department application requirements


•
Applicants should have a minimum overall undergraduate GPA of B- 3.0 or higher 

in the major of the bachelor's degree.

b. Elective Courses


Choose 20 24 credits from the following list of courses if completing the comprehensive exam exit option.plus one of three advisor-approved Exit Options (4 credits).

Choose 20 credits if completing another exit option.

· COM 6210 - Culture and Communication: Contexts and Issues (4 credits)

· COM 6350 - Feminist Rhetorical Theory (4 credits)

· COM 6310 - Rhetoric of Popular Culture (4 credits)

· COM 6211 - Culture, Power and Representation (4 credits)

· COM 6212 - Communication and Cultural Citizenship (4 credits)

· COM 6900 - Special Topics in Culture and Communication (4 credits)

· COM 5410 - Advanced Interpersonal Communication (4 credits)

· COM 5411 - Family Communication (4 credits)

· COM 6410 - Communication in the Classroom (4 credits)

· COM 5412 - Nonverbal Communication (4 credits)

· COM 6450 - Interpersonal Communication Theory (4 credits)

· COM 6411 - Privacy and Disclosure (4 credits)

· COM 6901 - Special Topics in Interpersonal Communication (4 credits)

· COM 5730 Media Theory (4 credits) 

· COM 6620 Video Games and Identity (4 credits)

· COM 6621 Gender, Sexuality and Media (4 credits)

· COM 6625 Audience Research in Media Studies (4 credits)

· COM 6610 - Global Media Studies (4 credits)

· COM 6650 - Theorizing Media (4 credits)

· COM 6611 - Media and Modernity (4 credits)

· COM 6902 - Special Topics in Media Studies (4 credits)

c. Exit requirement (4 credits)

In consultation with the graduate director or another advisor, students will elect one of three exit options.

 Creative project and thesis exit requirements will be reviewed by a committee of three faculty members (including the faculty advisor) selected by the student.. Students who fail either the comprehensive Final Competency exam or their creative project or thesis defense, with the permission of their committee, may be allowed one additional opportunity to re-take the exam or defend their creative project or thesis.

 Advisor Approved Elective plus Final Competency a Comprehensive Exam (4 credits).

Students electing this option will meet with the Ggraduate Ddirector to select their a final course needed to complete their course work and discuss the particulars of the final competency exam. This option is appropriate for the following students:; students enrolled in the program as a terminal degree, those not wishing to pursue independent research, or those seeking the degree for professional enhancement. The final competency exam will be adapted to reflect each individual student's course of study. The exams will consist of a six hour in house exam. Students must receive a passing grade (P) on all questions to pass the exam.
        Good academic standing

All graduate students are expected to remain in good academic standing throughout the entire course of their graduate program. To be in good academic standing, a graduate student must make satisfactory progress toward fulfilling degree requirements, including the completion of critical degree milestones as set forth by the academic program. The student must also maintain a minimum semester and overall GPA of 3.0 B-.

Department requirements:   At the end of any semester, a graduate student who earns an individual course grade below a B-3.0 will be reviewed by the graduate program and consequently subjected to academic warning, probation, or dismissal, according to published program requirements. As work progresses, the following may be grounds for dismissal from the program:

· One grade below 2.5 a C 

                    Two grades below 3.0 a B-
6.     Committee approved the request from the Department of Linguistics to make the following changes to 
catalog copy:
      
Master of Arts in Linguistics

The Master of Arts in linguistics degree will be awarded to the student who earns 36 credits in nine courses as specified below. A minimum grade of C+2.5 in each course and an overall minimum GPA of 3.0 are required for the M.A. degree.


     
 General requirements

•
Nine courses (36 credits)

•
No more than 8 credits in courses from other departments

•
No more than 8 credits in 4000-level LIN or ALS courses

•
Either a) two years of foreign language study, or b) one year of foreign language study and LIN 5609 ; in either case, demonstrated first year proficiency in at least one foreign language is required. First year proficiency can be demonstrated by satisfactory completion of a foreign language course at the 1115-level.
Practicum eligibility  

Eligibility for the Practicum (ALS 5960) requires completion of ALS 5518 with a grade of B (3.0) or

higher. Non-native speakers of English must in addition, satisfactorily complete an oral and written

examination of English.

SKD/as


