
 

Oakland University Presidential Search 
The Board of Trustees of Oakland University invites nominations and applications for 
the position of president.  

Oakland University is located on 1,443 acres of scenic land in the cities of Rochester 
Hills and Auburn Hills in Oakland County, Michigan, in the greater Detroit area.  

For nearly 60 years, Oakland University has played an integral role in the growth and 
development of its region and the state of Michigan. Defined as a doctoral research 
university by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of teaching, the university 
has grown from just 570 students in 1957 to 20,300 today.  With more than 130 
bachelor’s degree programs and 138 graduate degree and certificate programs, 
Oakland is dedicated to delivering a distinctive undergraduate experience that is 
complemented by the strength of its graduate offerings and research accomplishments. 
The University seeks an innovative leader to guide the University beyond its current 
success.  

More information about Oakland University can be found at ​www.oakland.edu​. 

Qualities sought in the next president 

The next president of Oakland University must be a person of the highest integrity with 
a commitment to Oakland’s mission of student success and engagement.  The next 
president will have a terminal degree and/or a distinguished career and qualifications 
that will inspire the confidence of the academic community.  Given that the future of 
higher education requires resources beyond state support and tuition, the role of the 
president will be to enhance alternative opportunities. The candidate must also 
demonstrate a record of success in the following areas: 

●  Innovation 
●  Garnering of fiscal resources including private fundraising and partnerships  
●  Collaboration and implementation  

http://www.oakland.edu/


●  Advocacy of vision and mission  
●  Demonstrated commitment to diversity, inclusion and equity  
●  Ability to inspire others  
●  Experience in growing an institution’s reputation  

 

The Application Process 

Academic Search, Inc. is assisting Oakland University in this search.   A more detailed 
prospectus can be found at ​http://www.academic-search.com/current-searches​. 
Nominations and requests for confidential conversations with senior consultants Jessica 
Kozloff and William Howard should be sent to 
OaklandPresident@academic-search.com​.  The search is open until filled, but only 
applications received by February 24, 2017 can be assured full consideration.  

The application letter should be addressed to Mr. Richard DeVore, Chair of the Board of 
Trustees and the Search Committee and sent to 
OaklandPresident@academic-search.com​.​  Application letters should address the 
desired qualifications above and indicate how they will enhance the success of OU’s 
students and the value of their university education.  

A complete application will consist of a cover letter and a current c.v.  The search 
process will remain confidential until the public campus visits of finalists.  

___ 

 

Oakland University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer.. 
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